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HAVING THEIR CAKE 
AND EATING IT, TOO! 


Ever wonder what goes on at a gay 
wedding show? As Rick Matthews 
tells us, pretty much the same things 
as at a straight one—only you won't 
run into Stephen Harper perusing the 
exhibits at one of ours. 


POSTCARD FROM PARIS 


Sarge pera (nares ea og Eee Technically speaking, it’s the Marais that 
puts the gay in Paree—but there’s a 
whole other slew of fabulousness just 
waiting to be discovered, too. Dedicated 
follower of fashion Lincoln Phillip gives us 
the quatre-un-un on the City of Light. 
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CULTURAL REFERENCE 


Whether you're a staunch traditionalist 
or an avid fan of austere modernism, 
exotic eclecticism can add a touch of 
whimsy and drama to your decor. 

_ Alykhan Velji tables (and chairs and 
drapes) a few ideas for how to make 
ethno-bohemian accents work for you. 
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Dear Outlooks, 


LETTERS 


Kudos to Mr. John Coulbourn for having the strength of conviction to discuss a very 
unpopular—but valid, in my opinion—viewpoint in his last editorial column [A charity 
case; February 2005]. Though some may accuse him of “playing politics” at a very inappro- 
priate time, | think his reasoning is “spot on”. Mr. Coulbourn was not advocating a 
boycott of tsunami support; he was merely highlighting an obvious point: that we should 
spend our money, philanthropic or otherwise, where it will be both effective and appre- 
ciated. Only then can we begin to take baby steps in the very long journey towards 
mutual respect, and claim our rightful place as a segment of the population that actually 
matters. Well done! 


B. Claydon 
Calgary 
Outlooks: 


In your Letters section last month, | was astonished to see one C.J. Ryan claim that the 
Catholic Church “promoted acceptance, or at least tolerance, of those who were of a 
different gender, race, age, income bracket, religious belief and, yes, even sexual orienta- 
tion”. Once | got over my initial shock, | had to wonder “Which Catholic Church on what 
planet?” 


Over the centuries, that institution has distinguished itself as one of our world’s 
greatest oppressors, leading its followers by example into bigotry, hatred and an irrational 
state of paranoia. If you look at the situation clearly you'll see that, without all the God 
trappings, the Catholic Church is just another hate group, and should be monitored as 
closely as neo-nazis, anti-government militias and all the other bigoted kooks out there in 
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the world. 


And, please, don’t tell me that the Catholic Church is “tolerant” when it comes to 
homosexuality: the only time it seems to be “accepted” in their ranks is when several 
thousand priests have molested—and consequently ruined the lives of—countless young 
boys. Turning the other cheek is not a noble gesture if you’re doing it to look away from 
the ugly truth that history provides. 


Ray G. 
Toronto 
Dear Outlooks, 


This letter is actually meant for W. Kewley, the gay marriage commisioner from 
Sakatchewan who helped put the whole “selective law” issue in perspective in his letter 
to the editor in your last issue. As a health inspector, | have a job to do, and | do that job 
the same way for all the people | deal with. | don’t (nor would! ever consider doing it) 
“look the other way” when I’m performing an inspection on a gay business as opposed 
to a straight one. | have professional responsibilities and | live up to them—without 
allowing my own biases and 
preferences to interfere. In 
Mr. Kisilowski’s world, | would 
be quite warranted to judge 
more harshly the way, say, a 
fundamentalist Christian kept 
their premises simply because 
| disagree with their lifestyle. 
Where is the sense in that? 
Equality under the law means 
exactly that, and people who 
“choose” to only apply 
themselves according to their 
personal views have no place 
holding positions in public 
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IS THE PEN 
YOUR 
oWORD? 


If so, then we want to hear from you. Outlooks is looking 
for writers to tackle news stories across Canada, from 
Vancouver Island to the Maritimes and all points in- 
between. If you are experienced, motivated and commit- 
ted, we'd like to have you on our team. Markets of interest 
include Victoria; the Okanagan; Edmonton; 
Regina/Saskatoon; Montreal; Moncton/Halifax. If interested, 
please send at least two unedited samples of your writing 
to: editor@outlooks.ca. Please note that personal journal- 
style writing and Sex And The City knock-offs are not what 
we are looking for. Only those whose submissions are of 
sufficient interest will be contacted for further discussion 
of employment 
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Eight feels great! 


By Roy Heale 


ji In some ways, it’s hard to believe that eight years have passed since 

ap the launch of Outlooks in 1997. Yet, in other ways, so much has 
happened within Canada’s GLBT community throughout this 
period that it can also feel like a lifetime has passed in just a few 
short years. In June of 1997, we published our first Wild Rose Pride 
Guide, which featured listings for both Calgary and Edmonton. 
When it came to providing the community in Calgary with infor- 
mation on the festivities, we found that we were not allowed to 
print the parade route, just the meeting point, for fear of gay- 
bashing or negative demonstrations from the more narrow-minded 
factions in the straight community. Unfortunately, at that point such 
a threat was quite feasible. Now, after what really is quite a short 
lapse of time, the Pride Parade marches through the heart of Calgary's 
vibrant (and very gay-friendly) Beltline district, the Street Festival is out in the open on 
17th Avenue S.W. and Pride flags now fly proudly down that same major thoroughfare for 
the entire month of June. In the bigger picture, same-sex marriage is now legal in seven 
provinces and one territory, even though its status nationwide is still uncertain. 


Progress is an amazing thing to watch—but it is also even more amazing to be a part of 
on a daily basis. Taking a retrospective look at these past eight years has truly provided us 
all with a journey through history in the making—even here in Alberta, which will almost 
certainly be the last redneck holdout in the movement towards equality for all citizens. If 
so much has happened in the past eight years, just think how many more exciting issues 
and achievements lay ahead for us all in the future. 


Looking back, it is important for me to thank everyone who has assisted Outlooks in 
making this incredible journey through so many challenges and changes. Almost everyone 
involved in the production of each issue has a full-time job elsewhere and has to juggle a 
hectic schedule in order to make their important contribution month after month. 
Therefore, a special ‘thank you’ is in order to all of our editors, proofreaders, salespeople, 
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writers, photographers, models, design and 
layout artists, guest columnists and the 
many other people across Canada who 
make each issue possible. It’s true that they 
all work much harder than is propor- 
tionate to their remuneration, but I’m sure 
they wouldn’t do so without seeing how 
worthwhile it is to contribute to the 
“bigger picture” of linking our national 
community. 


Equally relevant, as a free publication we 
depend upon our advertisers to offset 
production costs and we are extremely 
grateful for all their ongoing support. We 
ask that you, our valued readers, continue 
to support their businesses, as without 
them Outlooks would cease to exist. Most 
importantly, we thank you for your loyalty 
and enthusiasm as you eagerly search for 
your copy each month in major cities and 
small communities across this country. We 
know how you look forward to receiving 
and reading each edition based on your 
feedback and the overwhelming reaction 
when a Canada Post shipment sometimes 
takes longer than usual or is lost 
somewhere en route. Thank you for your 
support over the past eight years; we look 
forward to producing many more issues as 
we move forward into our ninth year of 
publishing. 

Eight years ago, it would have taken a 
crystal ball to predict our collective 
future—and that certainly is true today, 
especially given the virulent opposition to 
gay marriage and the homophobic bigotry 
that has once again reared its ugly head. 
However, one thing is for certain: Outlooks 
will be here to cover all of the changes and 
progress towards equality in Canada. 
Despite all the hard work involved, we truly 
do look forward to our ninth year (and 
subsequent years) and all the promises the 
future holds for the emergence of a bold, 
bright and better GLBT community built 
on progress. Once true equality is secured 
through same-sex marriage, the possibilities 
we can all experience as full-fledged, first- 
class citizens of Canada will be limitless. 4 
look forward to making the next leg of that 
journey with you. From everyone here at 
Outlooks, thank you for giving us eight great 
years. W 
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Lest ye be judged 


By John Coulbourn 


Sometimes, life connects in truly strange ways. 


Case in point: the day before debate started in the House of Commons on the whole 
same-sex marriage issue, the murder trial for which | had been serving as juror since 
December Ist. ended—in a mistrial, unfortunately, which not surprisingly proved deeply 
frustrating for all involved. 


As well, all things considered, | found myself thinking about that trial and my service as 
a juror as | listened to the first salvos in what is certain to be a major war of words over 
the next few months. What seems very obvious to me in the juxtaposition of these two 
events is that when it came to the function we jurors had been charged with 
performing—and yes, when the judge pulled the plug, we were two days into delibera- 
tions, thanks for asking—I had the same role as my fellow jurors, all of whom were, at 
least to my knowledge, of the heterosexual persuasion. 


There was, in other words, no suggestion that the role a gay man played within our 
group was separate but equal to the role played by any of the others. But that is precisely 
the kind of limbo to which Conservative leader Steven Harper and his minions would 
consign me and people like me when it comes to marriage. 


| was a juror, just like my eleven fellow citizens, and | had the same rights and duties 
as those other citizens, sexuality nothwithstanding. And if citizenship makes the same 
demands on us, then surely we deserve the same benefits. 


All of which has conspired to get me thinking about a few other things that Harper 
has had to say on this subject, not the least of which is his concern that the legalization 
of same-sex marriage will put us on a slippery slope to polygamy—and probably to the 
heartbreak of hot-dog fingers too, considering the way this man’s mind seems to work. 


Because, finally, it is Harper’s proposed solution to the dilemma—for those determined 
to marry a person of the same sex, a union equal to marriage but~separate from 
marriage—that represents the true slippery slope in this debate. A slope, in fact, as 
“slippery as goose sh** on greased glass”, as my late father used to say. 


Simply stated, Harper and his ilk do not want to see same-sex marriage, so their 
solution is to make it something else, a solution which would effectively mean that gay 
and lesbian unions would never be accepted as truly equal in the eyes of the general 
population, anymore than black schools in the deep South of the United States were ever 
accepted as equal to the schools for whites. 


People like Harper would be able to say in perpetuity that, regardless of how we think 
of ourselves and how the law treats us, we aren’t really joined at all. It’s not like we'd be 
“really married,” after all. 


Worse, however, should this be accepted as a solution to solve the dilemma of same- 
sex marriage, what happens the next time we as a society are faced with a tough decision 
as regards equality? Would Harper, for instance, countenance a police force that is 
“separate but equal” for Sikhs determined to wear their traditional turban? 


Now that he’s cozied up to the ethnic community, we are sure that Harper would 
simply love the whole notion of a “separate but equal” justice system for the followers of 
Islam, too. And while we're at it, let’s have one for fundamentalist Christians as well, so 
they can beat up on each other instead of trying to inflict their narrow views of morality 
on the rest of us. 


Still bothered by the outrage of uppity women having the vote? 


In Harper’s world, you don’t have to get over it, you'll be happy to know. Instead of 
each of us getting the same ballot when we go to the polls in coming elections in 
Harperland, women will get another ballot, separate from ours, but nonetheless equal in 
every other way—and anyone who would believe that a system like that wouldn’t be 
abused has got some tragic news about the existence of Santa Claus coming down the 
pipe. 

Historically, the whole “separate but equal” concept has been the last refuge of bigots 
and charlatans determined to tread on the rights of minorities, and | for one don’t trust 
Harper to swim against the tide. If we are going to be allowed a union equal in every way 
to marriage then it only makes sense that such a union should be called marriage, for to 
call it anything else would be to say that it was somehow something less. Harper insists, 
however, that his is a solution that would be accepted by the Supreme Court, and while 
the jury’s still out on that one, | think it’s pretty easy to see how they would rule. W 


John Coulbourn is a native Albertan who lived for many years in Calgary. He 
now makes his home in Toronto, where he covers performing arts for the 
Toronto Sun. 
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Tuesday $1.75 draft all day 
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Gay & Lesbian Community 
Services Association 


GAY and LESBIAN COMMUNITY SERVICES ASSOCIATION 
NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 


Take Notice that the Annual General Meeting of the Gay and Lesbian Community 
Services Association will take place as follows: 


MONDAY, APRIL 4, 2005 AT 7:00 P.M 
OLD Y COMMON ROOM 
MAIN FLOOR, 223 — 12th AVENUE S.W. 
CALGARY, ALBERTA 


The purpose of the Annual General Meeting is to: 


1. Accept the minutes of the last Annual General Meeting; 

2. Receive and act on the reports of the Board of Directors; 

3. Accept the audited financial statements and appoint the 
auditor for the upcoming year; 

4. Undertake business pertaining to current and future 
operations of the Association; 

5. Elect the new Board of Directors. 


According to the by-laws of the Association, all members in good standing shall be 
entitled to one vote per member at all General, Special General, and Annual General 
Meetings of the Association. Membership can be obtained/renewed at the GLCSA 
office or on location prior to the meeting. Amember may appoint a person to represent 
him or her by proxy at any or all meetings provided that the member has notified the 
Secretary in writing, of the representatives by proxy at least 24 hours prior to the 
meeting where it is proposed that the representation by proxy will occur. 


Following the AGM, guest presenter Gary Courtney, of Courtney Sebree and Aarbo, will 
speak on: 
“Our Relationships And The Law—Where We're At And Where We're Going” 


By attending the AGM you can make your membership count by participating in 
discuSsions and voting (or.running) in the election for the next Board of Directors. 


We look forward to seeing you and your friends atthe AGM. 


Tracy McCabe 
President, Board of Directors 
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Just Pretend They’re All In Their 
Underwear... 

lt appears someone's wish has 

come true, as this “unmentionables- 
clad” crew demonstrates behind the 
scenes at Metro/Boyztown. 


Luck Be A Lady 

In this case, Allan and 
Alan (left and right, 
respectively) are hoping 
Gloria’s length of tickets 
are... well, just the ticket! 
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Thinking Positive 
Members of the Pride Calgary board 


figured it would be a nice idea to drop by 
and show their support, so they did! 
Pictured from left are Fred, Dean, Bernie 


and Eric. Bernie did have a matching shirt 
but he hauled it off his back for guest of 
honour Mark Tewksbury. 


Positively Tickled 


Members of Mount Royal College faculty 
and staff were thrilled by the turnout at 
the event and the very ‘positive’ response 


the initiative received. 
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We Recruit! 

Chris and Colin do 
their best to help Clay 
overcome some of his 


inhibitions. 


Just What The Doctor Ordered... 

In this case it’s a helping hand with the 
fundraiser; here Dr. Richard Denney (left) 
is seen with pal Derek. 


IGBO Funoraiser 
MONEY-PENNIES 


Newsmakers 
Newsman and MRC 
journalism instructor Rick 
Castiglione (right) 
welcomes Olympic gold 
medallist and Positive 
Spaces keynote speaker 
Mark Tewksbury to the 
podium. 
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And What’s On The Lesson 
Plan Tonight? 

Judging from the look on Reed’s 
face, he knows what Marc’s area 
of expertise is! 


1 Didn’t Bid On This, 
You Know! 

Michele (left) gives Lorrie 
a bit of sugar—“on the 


house”. Once you girls 


{ finish fooling around there 
" are some silent auction 
items that need 

_ attention... 


ANNIVERSARY *° 
CALGARY EAGLE 
Tray Chic 
Christine looks radiant as she makes her rounds, 
feeding a clubful of happy customers. Carting food 
around is “hungry work”, although this hostess with 


the mostest doesn’t seem to mind. 


Planning an event in Calgary? 
Contact Cop at (403) 228-1157 and he'll see 


about covering it in Out & About. 
Photos By: Outlooks Staff 


Proud Papas... Or Is That ‘Daddies’?! 
Barry (left) and Ron seem pleased about the 
Eagle’s anniversary celebration—and so should 
they after three great years in business. 
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INTERVIEW 


Rice pens his own place 


By David Crosson 


According to Kermit the Frog, “‘it isn’t easy being green”. As many will also attest, it 
isn't easy being a child of fame, particularly when you are following in the same—or 
similar—footsteps as your celebrity parent. Despite the scrutiny that inevitably comes 
with a well-known surname, author Christopher Rice has proven he can hold his own as 
an individual on and off the page. Son of bestseller Anne Rice, Christopher began honing 
his writing skills as a screenwriter in LA. As fate would have it, he found himself with 
abundant free time on his hands when he went to care for his mother, who had fallen into 
a diabetic coma in hometown New Orleans. Using writing as an emotional outlet, 
Christopher took the plunge on his first novel, and A Density of Souls was published in 
2000. The rest, one might say, is the history he is writing for himself. Outlooks caught up 
with Rice recently to discuss his new novel (reviewed in this issue), the evils of crystal 
meth use and the state of affairs in the good old US. of A. 


Outlooks: Are you a very disciplined writer or are you one of those people who 
writes when the spirit strikes? 


Rice: | have become more disciplined with each subsequent book. [Laughs] At first it 
was when the mood struck me—because | wasn’t under a contract and | didn’t know if 
that book was ever going to see the light of day. Now it’s a job. Depending on what part 
of the writing process I’m in, the schedule changes: in the beginning it’s only, like, two in 
the afternoon until six in the evening. At that point it’s all about patience and allowing 
whatever to come out... When it gets into re-writing it’s much more like a regular 
workday. On Light Before Day, | was pulling all-nighters. 


Outlooks: There were certain circumstances under which the first book was written; 
was working on your first novel a release or coping mechanism or did you just find 
yourself with time to explore your craft? 

Rice: lt was a release and a coping mechanism. | mean, | was writing consistently 


throughout that period in my life before she got sick, but | wasn’t contending with the 
personal issues that | took on in that book. That was absolutely a direct result of what 
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was going on. | think that was really more about being dragged back to New Orleans by 
circumstance—against my will—and finding myself face-to-face with all those memories. 
| think it was more about that than mom’s illness; it was pretty clear that she was out of 
the woods as soon as | got there, she was just not steady on her feet yet. 


Outlooks: How do you handle comparisons to your mother’s work—do you have a 
strategy in place? 


Rice: | don’t believe there have really been any comparisons between my work and 
hers—I haven’t seen any reviewer do it, | haven’t 
seen any journalist do it in an interview. What | 
think there has been is a focus on whether or not 
the book was published at all because of who | was. 
Mostly, from the readers who contact me online, | 
get messages saying, “Oh, | went into this expecting 
another Anne Rice novel and got something totally 
different”. And that’s great to hear. As far as the 
excessive focus people have on whether or not | 
was published because | was Anne Rice’s son—of 
course | was! That's how | deal with that. Absolutely. | 
[Laughs] | had a bankable last name! Would Identity | 
of Souls have been published if it had been written by 
a twenty-one-year-old kid from lowa who had no 
publishing connections? Probably not; no: That's just 
the reality of the industry and | no longer feel | 
compelled to take responsibility for that fact. 


Outlooks: In your current novel, crystal meth and 
its attendant issues figure prominently; do you have 
first-hand experience in that area? | don’t necessarily mean you, 
but have you dealt with it through friends and acquaintances? 


Light Before Day 
author Christopher 
Rice 


Rice:Yes. | think crystal meth is tearing apart a whole section of West Hollywood and 
it’s absolutely terrifying. We have tweakers on the street here in the middle of the day 
and everyone knows what’s going on with them. More often than not they are handsome 
young men who are wasting away and look like they have late-stage AIDS even when they 
don’t. | think it’s an incredibly politically charged issue for everyone in the gay commu- 
nity because it brings a lot of issues to bear that nobody 


wants to talk about right now—especially given the political ‘continued opposite 


UP-COMING — 
MARCH 12 


VICTORIA PARK HALL 


Bud Light Series Rodeo 


BACARDI 


—_—_———— 
Sti.ver 


AmericanAirlines 


International Sponsors 


PRIAP 


CANADA'S FRYOURITE GAY STORE 


Platinum Sponsors 


www.ARGRA.org 
403.541.8140 


Gold Sponsors 


pene 


— Gaylalgary OUTLEQKS <> Chae oS 


_ climate we find ourselves in here in America. It brings to the 
~ fore issues about sexual compulsivity among gay men, 
because it’s very tied into that. It also highlights the absolute lack of urgency that many 
young gay men feel around HIV. And it drives an arrow right through a long-held attitude 
about free love and free drugs—that drug abuse in the gay community is not a big deal 
and that it’s kind of fun and glamorous and yadda, yadda, yadda. Crystal is not glamorous 
in any of its forms. It’s certainly something | have strong opinions about and, at times, 
they've maybe been a little too strong. | wrote a column for the Advocate that | have 
mixed feelings about even today because it was about an incident where someone under 
the influence of crystal did something gruesome.and violent to a partner at a sex party. 
There were some strong reactions to that column, but | was only detailing one focet of 
the epidemic—and if people don’t like it, that ain’t my fault! 


Outlooks: Are you living in Los Angeles or New Orleans at the moment? 


Rice: |’m in L.A.; I’ve lived in L.A. for about four years now and | live with my boyfriend, 
who’s a photographer and lighting designer. We're coming up on three years together 
but we were “long distance” for the first year. | have a very weird “normal” life. 


Outlooks: Was coming out difficult for you because you have a famous surname? 


Rice: No, not really. Usually when people talk about that they mean me appearing on 
the cover of the Advocate—and at the point when | did that | was already so out of the 
closet it wasn’t really a big deal. Coming out to my family was difficult—and not because 
of anything they did or said, it was because of how | felt about it. It was my attitude about 
my sexuality that made coming out a difficult thing. Before | really came out of the 
closet—I was about eighteen—| started going to the gay bars in New Orleans and 
everyone knew who | was and everyone knew whose son | was. And | worked that as 
much as | could and enjoyed some of the wild rumours that were spread about me! 


Outlooks: Such as? 


Rice: Like | was apparently followed by security guards at forty paces everywhere | 
went. | guess that’s why all the good men were frightened away! [Laughs] Things like 
that. In terms of being difficult, it wasn’t. The difficulties | had were internal. 


Outlooks: So your mother’s strong Catholic background didn’t create any issues or 
conflict? 


Rice: No. Never. Her spirituality, her Catholicism, is so wildly progressive that it 
doesn’t concern any condemnation of homosexuality. There’s actually a chat segment 
that she and | did that’s going to go on my new website, where she sort of demands that 


It’s my job to know Condos. And | bought at Stella. 


“lm a realtor, and | focus on urban homes. When I saw Stella, | did 
my research, and | put my money down. The developer has an 
excellent reputation for quality. The space is incredibly well planned, 


with great views. The whole project is stylish, sleek and smart. And 
the location? Couldn’t be better.” - Marlene, Realtor, 9th Floor 
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the Catholic Church accept gay marriage and invite gay couples who want to get married 
in the church into the fold. She says it’s simply bad business to turn them away, that the 
church shouldn’t be turning anyone away who’s knocking at the door, | don’t necessarily 
feel that. I’m a strong supporter of gay marriage in the States but I’m not sure how 
beneficial it is to try to force religious institutions to change their sacraments. 


Outlooks: |s getting married of interest to you? 

Rice: Absolutely. Yeah. 

Outlooks: Would you consider coming up to Canada to do it or would you wait until 
it’s “legitimate” in your own country? 


Rice: No,! wouldn’t do it in Canada; | would wait until it was legitimate in my own 
country. | didn’t have any urge to rush out to San Francisco for that reason when the 
marriages were taking place. | wholeheartedly support everyone who did do that and 
allow themselves to be filmed doing it—| thought it was a wonderful non-violent act of 
civil disobedience. But | want to do it for real when it’s for real. That’s where I’m at. 


Outlooks: |s the state of affairs in America as dire as it seems? 
tangible shift to the right or is a lot of it just media hype? 


Has there been a 


Rice: | think we've been sidelined by the explosion of an incredibly powerful right-wing 
media machine. People are not truly aware of the reach of it and how good the right 
wing has been at PR. A wonderful book by David Brock came out recently—he was a 
right-wing smear artist, basically, who “saw the light”—and he’s written a book called The 
Republican Noise Machine. It clearly details how the right wing in this country figured out 
around the time of Nixon that, if they were going to win influence, they would have to 
gain partial control of the media. That's basically what happened. | don’t believe this 
country has shifted that far to the conservative side; | believe that conservatives have 
flooded the media with so much “noise” and bogus information and people have bought 
into it wholeheartedly. It doesn’t constitute a real victory, it’s just sort of a temporary 
victory. | think the majority of people in this country voted for George Bush because 
they really do believe that he will eventually kill Osama bin Laden. They thought that, 
with George Bush in the White House, we were less likely to have a nuke blow up over 
an American city. It was a fear vote, completely. There’s nothing | can say about the whole 
moral values platform that hasn’t already been said. The exit poll questions were 
completely slanted and the right-wing media ran with this false information that people 
were voting for Bush because of values. Statistically it just wasn’t true. 


Outlooks: You have been quite prolific in your writing so far; do you have any 
immediate plans for your next project? 


Rice: |’m ready to get back to work, but I’m not sure what it’s going to be. | don’t have 
a contract for a new book right now; this time, for various reasons, | went with a one- 
book contract, which gives me a lot of freedom to come up with what’s next. But | can 
tell you that Adam Murphy and James Wilton, from Light Before Day, want to come back. 
They need to come back. W 
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Conjuring Cocktails 
April shakes things up and filters a lovely libation 
through the ice sculpture on its way to an 
appreciative guest. Kinda gives you chills, don’t it? 


What’s Two In The Hand Worth, Then?! 
Body painters were part of the anniversary festivities—although it 


seems they were ‘specialists’ focusing on one specific area in this 


case. You've gotta hand it to them, though; they've got talent! 


A Passionate 
Performance GIO’sS 
Liane helps ensure 


that the evening “hits 
a high note” as she 
belts out a jazzy 
number. The event 
was, by all accounts, 


an unqualified success. 


Flute Salad. 
Being a flautist doesn’t mean that Dave 
has gas, it means he plays a killer flute. 
Here he’s seen serving up quite a 

melange of loverly notes. Clever boy! 


Planning an event in Winnipeg? 
Contact Brent at (204) 789-9215 and 
he'll see about covering it in Out & About. 
All Photos By: Brent Y. 
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Uber Time In The Haiis 
You can practically hear the 
umlauts ricocheting off the 
wall;s when Siiss is in the 


house. How exotic! 


Desire-able Company 
(From left) Jack, Bev and Sam take a break from 


ENTERTAINER OF THE 


schmoozing and hosting the club’s big celebration in CCUEID EGE 
order to bask in the limelight. Here’s to many more 
successful years of giving life to the night. 

A Two-Fer, Eh? 


The judges had such a difficult time deciding between 
Skip S’Kool (left) and Shandi that they awarded both 
the title. Now, you kids’ll be nice and share, won't you? 


Glow And Glower? 
The first-ever Mr. and 
Ms Desire, Justin 
Timberlick (left) and 
Venetia Blinds. Looks 


CLUB DESIRE 


like Justin’s a bit too 
overwhelmed to 
smile for the 
camera—or maybe 
it’s just an aversion 


to paporazzi! 


=< fj 


Pelted With Petals a ; 
Sam seems oblivious as Bev prepares to ‘crown’ him herself. _ 


What was the name of that movie—Flower Drum Song? 
“We think there might be a connection... 
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COMMUNITY 


Depicting our own diversity 


By Lino Di Nallo 


For his 65th birthday, Jack Harmer threw a pool party. As the guest of honour, rather 
than sip daiquiris poolside he swam 300 laps. While friends and family cheered him on, 
he completed his laps in one hour and twenty-four minutes. The party was actually a 
swim-a-thon, and gifts were eschewed in favour of donations for a poster initiative 
Harmer had conceived. 


Featuring an array of proudly photographed members of the community, the goal of the 
project is to enhance the visibility of older GLBT people in Toronto. The posters will be 
distributed to various organizations, to be displayed and help ensure that all feel welcome 
and comfortable. 


This selfless celebration can be attributed, in part, to a study Harmer conducted in 
2000 for Toronto’s 519 Community Centre. The board wanted to learn about the 
needs and challenges faced by older GLBT people. What Harmer 
concluded was that there were no significant programs, and a 
significant lack of visibility, for this segment. Even worse, nobody 
else seemed interested in finding out what happened to GLBT 
people as they aged. 


Many returned to the closet. They faced a renewed fear of discrim- 
ination and worried about how they would be treated accessing 
services for older people. For example, Harmer points out that, in the 
native community, older people living off reserves often become 
homeless statistics. They don’t want word to travel back to the reserve 
so they shy away from organizations catering to the two-spirited, and in 
turn miss out on important cultural ceremonies. 


As a result of Harmer’s findings, the board decided to create and fund a 
new position at the community centre: Older GLBT Program 
Coordinator. Dick Moore has held the position for the last two The poster Jack : 
years, and helped Harmer realize his vision for the poster. 


One of Moore’s recent accomplishments for the community was 
making a presentation to the District Health Council about the 
long-term care needs of older GLBT people. The Ministry of Health was interested in 
receiving proposals to serve special populations. Of the ten homes in the city, Moore 
recommended that two feature ‘clusters’ for GLBT people, and the proposal was 
accepted. While the Netherlands and parts of the USA do have gay retirement commu- 
nities, Toronto is the only city in North America or Europe they know offer subsidized 
beds. Moore is now training the staff in these facilities on vocabulary and changes they 
can bring about to make the facility more queer-friendly. 


519 Centre 


Tonight, Moore has invited me to his home for a potluck dinner, to meet Harmer and 
some of the other people involved in the poster project. This is the first time many of 
the models, recruited on a volunteer basis, have met. | will admit with irony, however: | 
was expecting an older crowd—many are in their fifties or sixties. Chatting over wines 
and herbal teas, others also share their stories with me. 


Janice and Deb, aged fifty-two, are a lesbian couple who have been together four years. 
Deb, one of the featured models, also happens to be a 6-foot, 4-inch tall transsexual. From 
the way she looms over me, I’m skeptical that visibility could ever be a problem for her! 


Currently, Deb works at the Home Depot driving a forklift, an exceptionally butch job 
given that she worked in an office before the “trip to Thailand”. They surprise and amuse 
me with their story as they actually met when Deb was a guy. Deb’s transition meant 
g that Janice became a lesbian by default. Fortunately they 
can laugh about it now, but admit disaster loomed for 
awhile. 


Bonnie Henderson, fifty-two, used to be an officer with 
the Toronto Police Department. Also a transsexual, she 
was proud to be part of the project because of how it 
@ captured the community's essence in all shapes and sizes. 
Bonnie only came out three years ago—she was once 
married and lived a life free of hassle and discrimination. 
But she has faced much of it since she decided to ‘transi- 
tion’. Some members of the police department were 
surprisingly unsupportive given her tenure—somebody 
threw heels in her locker. “They 
weren't even my size,” she quips. 
Another officer suggested a 


Dick Moore, the Older 
GLBT Program Coordinator 
for Toronto’s 519 Centre 
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Harmer helped create fj 
in conjunction with the 


religious retreat. Now she is going Community “cuivist (and 
through a human rights case to expert lap-swimmer) 
address these issues. The pain this Jack Harmer 
situation brought her has clearly had 

an impact, but along with it came spiritual growth. Bonnie 
now lives in Ajax, where she sings blues and jazz and 
belongs to a church that fully accepts her as a woman. "7 
Pretty impressive stuff. 


Although not featured on the poster, Barb (yet another | 
fifty-two-year-old!) was photographed for the project and 
has lived as a woman officially for two years. Unlike 
Bonnie, she had a very positive experience, and continues 
to work for the same engineering firm after twenty-three 
years, so her co-workers watched the whole transition 
transpire. Like Bonnie, she chooses to live outside of the 
Village (specifically, in Scarborough). To her, visibility is all about being able to embrace 

and live in the world at large, especially for transsexual and transgendered 
people, whereas the Village can become an even bigger closet to retreat into. 


Sarah is a self-proclaimed, fifty-year-old “big black dyke”, and is featured in 
the poster with her inter-racial partner of four years. Asked to describe 
how she felt about aging, she says that her battles are over, that she’s done 
her part for the community and is ready to savour her own life. 
However, she also admits that the community is not as welcoming as it 
seems. She still senses racial divisions and discrimination, and went so 
far as to abandon a lesbian group that didn’t welcome transgendered 
women. 


Ironically, Sarah once feared transitioned women herself because 
she felt they were trying to take her rights as a female. But having 
befriended many through the 519’s programs, she now realizes 
this is the highest compliment they could pay to her, proving 
that the process of learning and acceptance never ends. 


“Not long ago, blacks weren’t accepted. Who am | to 
§ ag P 
discriminate?” she adds. 


The work that Harmer, Moore and their volunteers put into these 
projects is commendable. As a younger man who paradoxically challenges and 
embraces the aging process myself (I found my first grey whisker on New Year’s Day!), | 
hope that by the time | am ready to cash my retirement cheque there will be a strong, 
solid, proud community of older GLBT people that doesn’t need to be promoted in order 
to be acknowledged. 


If you would like to view Harmer’s report, it can be downloaded at 


www.the519.org/programs/older/index.shtml “~~ 


Lino DiNallo is a Toronto-based freelance writer. He’s wise beyond his years, but excep- 
tional at feigning immaturity. 
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GET OUT! 


AND ABOUT, THAT IS! 


Outlooks is seeking photographers to submit material for future Out & About 
coverage. Applicants must be committed, professional and outgoing by nature. 
Key markets of interest include: Victoria; the Okanagan; Edmonton; 
Regina/Saskatoon; Toronto; Moncton/Halifax and St. John’s. If you are interested — 
in exploring this further, drop us a line at: = 
main@outlooks.ca 


around. Few similarities to the previous editions remain, with the excep- 
EYE ON TORONTO AY tion of the return of judge Terri Stevens, devil’s spawn in blue eye shadow. 
Miss Conception, the original Drag Idol, has taken over as hostess, and 
k d d 4 Justine Touch (who lost to Miss Conception at Drag Idol 2003 by a single ' 
K = = vote) is the new ‘nice’ judge, providing she concentrates. Also new:a special 
noc own, rag out action guest judge every week, including the likes of Anita Modet and Mr. 
Leatherman Toronto 2005, Sean Cribbin. He's right on time for'Fetish | 
Fiasco night: future themes will also include: Dueling Duets, Madonna vs. 

Canadian Idol? American Idol? Forget ’em. If you really want a bit of Cher (Battle of the Divas), Medley Mayhem and Broadway Musicals. 
reality you're glad isn’t yours, cast your idol eyes in the direction of Drag 

Idol 2005, each Tuesday night at Zelda’s on Church (gga fc. 

Street, where it can get so nasty that Simon Cowell BiB 
could learn a thing or three. ; 


The bitches are back. 


The third installment of the ever-popular eight- 
week search for the queen of all queens, the “he in 
heels” who puts the ‘rag’ in drag, has returned. And 
“| this year it’s doing double duty as a fundraiser for 
“| Casey House Hospice. 


By Shaun Proulx 


And, for the first time ever, a Tiara of Immunity 
is up for grabs; a la Survivor, whomever’s wearing 
it is immune to being voted out. Week One's | 
immunity challenge to each remaining queen was | 
to raise the most money for Casey House before 
Week Two. Heidi Liscious, raising $625, became 
the first to take control of the coveted tiara. In 
total the immunity challenge raised $1,215 to add 
to the main fundraising effort: a Drag Idol raffle for 
prizes including spa packages, overnight getaways, 
Kiehl’s skin care gift packs, gym memberships, a 
| Kd-da furniture shopping spree, and a dream 
vacation. 


Mayhem and madness made cameo appearances 
at the premiere February |, with dozens of Queer | ae 
As Folk extras, crew, and star-struck ooglers filling (from left) Miss C., Terri 
the street directly outside the zany restaurant. That did not, and Justine, set aglow by 
however, stop thirteen bewigged and bejeweled beauties the joy of the occasion 
from sashaying and [en]chanté-ing through a night of fiercely 
competitive drag, each of them vying to make the Top 8. 


But it’s still all about the queens. And with the largest cash jj 
prize ever given out in Canada for a drag competition at stake | 
($2,501) you can bet your last false eyelash it'll get a little Krystle # 
versus Alexis—and then some—before the Grand Finale March 22. 


Don’t forget, this is the show where, in its first year, police were called. y 


In the end Felicia, Lena Over, Feminem (the only drag king, who also 
Beat that, Simon Cowell. 


rapped live), Melody (who had superstar Sofonda as a backup dancer, a 
distraction if there ever was one), Heidi Liscious (from Australia), Shaun Proulx is a Toronto writer. He is Publisher and Editor of GayGuideToronto.com and 


Donnarama, Robyn da Cradle (the current Miss Bailey’s and rumoured to 4 feature contributor and columnist (Cocktail Confessions) with Xtra. 


be title-hungry) and Malice Munroe had what it took to continue in the Contestants pictured from top left: Donnarama, Felicia, Feminem, Heidi Liscious 


competition, while 2004 crowd favourite Erosa was eliminated, to the Contestants pictured from top right: Lena Over, Melody, Malice Monroe, Robyn da 
shock of many in the packed space. Cradle 


This was perhaps the first clue to expect the unexpected this time | Photos by Omar Ramirez 
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If you are familiar with Sasso, you offered through 34 floors of prime 


will be excited to explore our new 
Vetro Marketing Centre located at 
1338, ist S.E. (Macleod Tr. South). 
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living at Vetro, the new addition to 
the Calgary skyline. 
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available for a limited time. 
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LIVING BEE 


Ethno-bohemian rhapsody 


By Alykhan Velji 


Open up any decorating 
magazine and you will see the 
resurgence of ethno-bohemian 
décor. Ethno- 
bohemian you say? Simply put, 
it’s any item that has an overtly 
ethnic feel to it,and some very [fp f 


elements in 


popular sources include the 
Middle East, South America, 
the Mediterranean and all 
parts of Asia. Although these 
provide a wide 
variety of looks and visual 
“flavours”, the one thing they have in common is that their 
aesthetic is proudly non-North American. The great thing about 
incorporating these elements is that they can look fantastic in 
almost any kind of décor. A common 
misconception is that ethnic pieces can only work well in a 
“theme room”, but that’s definitely not the case. By using a keen 
eye and a bit of restraint, you 
can instantly add even more 
character and charm to your 
space by incorporating items 
# such as these. Best of all, it’s 
very easy to work with ethnic 
elements, and you can 
maximize their dramatic 
impact even if you are on a 
| budget. 


countries Low lighting helps to 


enhance the elegant lines 
of dining suites and other 
higher “stance” items. 


Low, clean-lined tables 
and benches can work 
perfectly with modern 


Since the mid-’90s, we've 
seen a lot of “Zen-lite” influ- 
ences in interior design, and 
now an overtly Chinese aesthetic has 
come into play. The great thing about 
these pieces is that they offer the “best of 
both worlds”, fitting in perfectly with 
spare, more modern décor or equally 
well in a traditional spaces. 


Chinoiserie, with its ornate carving or 
gold gilt paint, is a perfect solution to a 
space that lacks “punch”. In a traditional 
room, for example, pieces of furniture 
that feature cabriole legs are a great “fit”. 
First introduced by the Chinese, this style 
of leg was adopted by the Europeans and used in their highly 
traditional Rococo style, its magnificent curve working into their 


= Sometimes drama can be 


achieved through a single 
itern, like this beautifully 


carved altar table 
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existing tastes as if it was made for just that purpose. 
Other items that work well feature elaborate carving 
and exquisite detail, perfect for “holding their own” 
against pieces steeped in centuries of history. In partic- 
ular, higher-stance pieces like altar tables and dining 
suites work well in more formal settings, and are 
especially chic when enhanced by low lighting. 


On the modern front, coffee tables or benches in red 
or black lacquer can add drama and warmth to an 
austere or “cold” living space, their low profiles and 
clean lines working perfectly with a minimalist aesthetic. 
Manufacturers of modern furnishings, such as B&B Italia 
and Ligne Roset, build many of their pieces (from 
sectionals to side tables) close to the ground, so they 
are a perfect complement if you want to try some “low 
profile” ethnic selections alongside them. 


Richly coloured and 
detailed pieces are superb 
additions to a traditional 
room, particularly if 


If “Chinois” doesn’t do anything for you, there are 
many more options to try in your space. Pieces brought in from 
India, Thailand, Bali, South America and other such exotic locales 
are generally fun and functional, from silver hanging lamps to 
colourful, elaborately carved side tables. The juxtaposition of an 
ornate piece (or pieces) with clean, modern lines and smooth 
finishes can be truly fabulous, so don’t be afraid to experi- 
ment. Conversely, with the influence of Colonial England at 
| the time of the Raj, many pieces feature lines that make 
them an ideal fit for traditional rooms. 


furniture pieces feature a 
cabriole leg 


Materials such as teak, rosewood and jackwood are 
commonly used for making furniture in these parts of the 
world, and they all boast wonderful textures and tones. 
4 Teak, with its light colour and amazing grain, is more casual, 
while the darker, mahogany-like rosewood is more tradi- 
tional. Because of their natural beauty, either wood can 
work in any space, but it is wise to select the type that best 
suits your current tastes and decorating scheme. 
| Architectural pieces such as pillars, elaborate doorframes 
and windows are also great to use, as are smaller items such 
as capitals, picture- and mirror-frames. In the case of the 
latter, try grouping similar, smaller items on a feature wall. 
Larger pieces, such as a doorframe or window casing, can be 
incorporated to create an eye-catching focal point. 


_ Sometimes all it takes is a 
. punch of colour to take a 
room from drab to 
fab—in the case of this 
wedding chest, make that 


-fab! 2 : 7 eA 
ulere: foe When it comes to adapting these elements into your existing 


décor, the materials you use need not be “heavy”, as the addition 
of ethnic fabric in drapes, throw cushions and bedspreads can also help to achieve the 
look without being over the top. Whether it’s intricate sari fabric or a simpler Ikat weave 
(a top new trend according to Elle Décor), soft goods are an excellent—and often afford- 
able—way to experiment. If you are on a tight budget, sari fabric can be purchased quite 
reasonably, and inexpensive, ready-made items can be found in abundance if you shop 
around. 


Another way to “taste” ethno-bohemian style is through accessories, and items such as 
Buddha heads, statues of gods and goddesses, masks or tribal art will help you achieve the 
look. Remember: mixing and matching is what it’s all about! Don’t be afraid to incorpo- 
rate pieces you have gathered on your travels, just make sure that you're picky about 
which items—and how many of them—you choose to display. After all, you want your 
space to say “eclectic”, not “jumble sale” or “movie set”. The key to this look is moder- 
ation: you don’t want to feel like you just entered a Maharaja's palace or a Buddhist temple 
when you enter a room. If you have a fairly large collection, bear in mind that you can 
always rotate the items you display, changing them with the seasons or your mood! Pick 
items you love and that feel “comfortable” with your existing pieces. It’s all about mixing 
items that you wouldn’t normally mix and thinking outside the box. 


Happy Decorating! All photos in this story courtesy of Ellipses 


Alykhan Velji is an interior designer based in Calgary Designs in Inglewood (1213 9 Avenue S.E) 


542-6824/542-0047 
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“He was just a fuzzy little teddy bear.” 

If you’re at all familiar with the man-on- 

By Brad Malmberg an neo-nazi action of Attila Richard 
Lukacs late-’80s smash-up of Canada’s 

art scene, this is probably the last image that you would 
_ associate with the artist. Yet, in the new documentary, 
Drawing Out the Demons, this is just one of many 
; surprising moments in a harrowing, engaging snapshot 
- of a painful period in Lukacs’ life. In August 2001, the 
filmmakers followed the artist as he was in the process 
of moving everything out of his New York studio into 
— storage after being evicted. However, the studio is a 
mess and so is the artist, and this film fills in some 


REVIEW 


Attila Richard Luage 
Jan’ =, spaces that provide context to this “bad boy of 
Canadian art” . 


In 1986, at the age of twenty-four, Lukacs left Canada, 
having graduated from Vancouver’s*Emily Carr. He 
moved to Berlin to do what he loved, which was figurative painting, and stayed for three 
years. It was there that he first began the series that would bring him so much recog- 
nition. Working from photographs, he would portray young men, shaven, defiant, 
unnervingly serene, wearing jockstraps and army boots, draped over each other like 
meat. Swastikas could be found scattered throughout the work. The paintings were 
life-sized, drawing the viewer into the experience, with influences that ranged from the 
classics, such as Caravaggio and Degas, to lush, psychedelic, Heinz Edelmann-esque 
backdrops depicting languid scenes of beast and man, to those inspired by Warhol or 
Far East propaganda posters. He revelled in reconfigurations. of major historical narra- 
tives, such as the Garden of Eden, jettisoned of women and retold as queer fables of 
beast and man. Their diversity was sprawling, yet they clearly comprise the same body 
of work. With lightning speed, Lukacs made a name for himself in Germany, and within 
eighteen months of arriving, staged his own exhibition, which was wildly received. Back 
home in Canada, feathers ruffled and people took notice, but attention for the work 
was frequently couched with a dismissal of its ‘fringe element’ (read: homoeroticism). 


After Berlin, at the height of his career, Lukacs came to New York, ready to conquer 
the centre of the art world. The Big Apple didn’t bite. In the film, art critic Robert 
Enright postulates that Lukacs’ career arc had actually backfired, and that the price his 
paintings were then fetching (upwards of $US50,000 to $100,000) were just too high 
for a city that was unfamiliar with the work. New York likes to believe it “invents” great 
artists, and being so loathe to admit its lack of awareness of an important painter, 
rejected him on the basis that he must therefore be unimportant. It is at the desolate 
“ass-end” of this period that the film begins, documenting the final fallout of a brilliant 
painter whose career failed to ignite the last leg of his journey. His descent into drugs 
brings him ruin and forces him out of the city. 


The cast of characters in Lukacs’ life are as compelling as the man himself. Through 
the film, Vancouver art dealer Diane Farris pops up her spiky, frosted hair and you can 
just see she wants to bash it against the wall in frustration at both Atilla’s horrid behav- 
iour and his devastating talent. And in the U.S., Phyllis Kind is exactly Ais ale 
the kind of New York art dealer one dreams : Richard ukace 
of someday befriending (“this is the kind of 
work that, comma, as a woman, comma...’). 
Angela Grossman, who was part of Lukacs’ 
Futura Bold group of four back in their early 
days of Emily Carr, is warm and sweet. 
Patrik, his ‘worldwide’ art dealer (both 
Farris and Kind had dropped Lukacs by 
then), who was hired based on his looks, is . 
fey in that German way and delightfully 
clueless. | kept waiting for him to ask 
someone to touch his monkey. However, it 
is Lukacs’ parents, Joe and Helen, who are 
the emotional heart of this film, acting as 
anchors for their son in his times of need. | 
Interviewed in their Calgary home, they are 
articulate, gracious and adorable. Later on, | 
his mother, who has flown down from 
Alberta to assist with the move, can only sit 
and watch helplessly, fighting tears as she — 
watches her son flail around, gaunt and 
strung out on meth, insanely looking for a 
bike lock in the squalid chaos of the studio as their deadline to vacate is mere hours 
away. The scene is very disturbing. 


It is when Lukacs decides to kick crystal (and do so on the golden shores of Hawaii) 
that the claustrophobic, dirty feel of the film opens up and begins to breathe. The trans- 


. Lukacs’ painting “The Young a 
formation in him is Semarabie. both Shy sically and Spartans Challenge the 
emotionally. While he works on new techniques of Boys to Fight” 

painting and falls in lust with a straight surfer named Jake, 

it is clear in many ways he has grown into his age, which by now is forty years old. For 
inspiration, he has turned to trees, flowers and, in a recent show in the basement of 
Vancouver's old B.C. Hydro building, moons. His work may have shifted away from the 
shameless gall of fellated skinheads and horny simians, but he hasn’t lost his love of 
mischief, as evidenced by the title of 2001I’s “Just big honking Titties”, a still-life of 
Hawaiian orchids. 


Drawing Out the Demons is intimate, sad, sweet and fascinating. That Attila Lukacs’ 
place in art is yet to be decided is entirely in keeping with his rocky path and the vast 
range of his work. To witness the people in his life dealing with his temper and talent 
is a rare privilege. The film uses a few tricks of the trade—Philip Glass music, for 
example—but it’s understated where it could be sensationalist and respectful where it 
could be exploitative. An intelligent look at a relevant and riveting subject, with hot 
boys in jockstraps thrown in for good measure. Get your hands on it, or check it out 
in Vancouver or Montreal at an upcoming screening. 


Drawing Out the Demons has played to sold-out audiences at festivals around the world, 
and will screen in Montreal at the Museum of Contemporary Art March | 3th and 20th, and 
in Vancouver from April | 5th to | 7th at the Pacific Cinematheque. Lukacs’ work can be viewed 
at: www. dianefarrisgallery.com and www.attila-richard-lukacs.com. Drawing Out 
the Demons was produced by Moving Images (www.movingimages.ca). All images on this 
page courtesy of Moving Images W 
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Bully Pulpiteers 


By Bill Kaufmann, reprinted with permission from Sun Media and the Calgary Sun 


It’s the ultimate in annoying—religious proselytizers rapping on doors to shove 
down throats their version of unassailable truth, leaving out so many others. 


Some of the debate over same-sex marriage shares a familiar grating clang, with 
bully pulpiteers insisting their interpretation of the faith should trump all. 


Of course, they do have the right to be heard, but so do the doorstep dogmatists, 
until they're sent packing. 


The ability to fund maintaining discrimination against consenting adults is even 
considered a charitable right. U.S. religious groups send wads of cash across the 
border to feed the fight—legally—due to their charitable status. 


Let me guess—they get a tax write-off, too. 


‘ 

Our political leaders are condemned when they refuse to be governed by their 
religious faith at the expense of a public that may not share it. If these leaders were 
elected solely by their fellow congregants, it would be understandable, but atheists 
and homosexuals vote and, unlike our churches, pay taxes, too. 


Calgary’s Bishop Fred Henry has shone the light frequently on vital social issues, 
of dignity denied that are too often ignored in our affluent society and he should be 
commended. 


So it brings great sadness when Henry and other religious figures break so 
dramatically from that nobility by conveying a message certain people are less 
worthy, less whole. 


Politicians who argue he hasn’t a right to do so are wrong. 


Indeed, hearing them out is quite useful—we see proof their antipathy transcends 
the issue of marriage. 


“Since homosexuality, adultery, prostitution and pornography undermine the 
foundations of the family ... then the State must use its coercive power to proscribe 


products to meet your 
_ family needs. 
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1803 Quadrl Street 
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or curtail them in the interests of the common good,” writes Henry. 


Just how far would Henry have us go to futilely curtail what’s obviously a 
commonly occurring orientation? 


The homosexuals I’ve met say they’ve known from an early age they were 
different, are aware they entered the world that way, making their orientation a 
creation of Henry’s God. 


Henry says there’s a place for government in the bedrooms of the nation when 
the “evil” of homosexuality is present. It’s demanded of a segment of the population 
that they must deny who and what they are, or be evil-doers. 


Where's the fellowship and love? What would Christ say? 


It’s words like those that make one grateful there’s at least a semblance of separa- 
tion of church and state. 


Churches would do well to address failings of their own clerics before hurling 
stones at consenting adults. 


It may not be-the intent, but it’s no huge leap to assume such inflammatory 
language from our moral arbiters could incite the basest actions from the most 
homophobic among us. 


Neither is the Bible’s take on marriage encouraging. 


At times, according to the Bible, traditional marriage consisted of one man and 
one or more women (multiple references like Sam. 1:2, Ex. 21:10) and stated if a 
female can’t prove her virginal qualifications at wedding time, she should be stoned 
to death (Deut. 22:13-21). 


Elsewhere, it’s stated a rapist shall marry his victim, unless she was already a 
fiance, in which case he should be killed if he raped her in the country (Deut.. 22:23- 
27). But if it occurred in town, both shall die. 


You won't find many of the pick-and-choose faithful following those pearls of 
wisdom, but when it comes to homosexuals, the words are carved in stone. 


Funny how that works. 


As for the New Testament, you’d be hard-pressed to find Christ castigating the 
love his followers now condemn. 


And more than a little ironic amidst all the handwringing over slippery slopes is 
the fact the B.C. government chose not to prosecute a polygamous religious sect in 
that province. The reason: It was determined freedom of religion provisions in the 
Charter would prevent a successful prosecution. 


What's next if religion wins out? Legal bigamy? 


Repeated endlessly by our clerical community is the argument procreational 
ability is a prime criteria for marriage. In the mercifully unlikely event they have 
their way, what’s next? Weeding out heterosexual couples either unwilling or unable 
to produce offspring? 


We already know same-sex marriage‘legislation enshrining the right of religions 
to opt out isn’t enough for them. 2 


Certainly, the faith community has a 
right to the debate. 

How else would we be reminded that 
adopting archaic biblical writings and 
attitudes divorced from reality might not 
be the best route to follow when crafting 
human rights policy? W 
Bill Kaufmann is a columnist for the Calgary 
Sun. 
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PRESTIGE 


Landscape Maintenance Ltd. 


Burnaby - 5 locations 
Courtenay - 2 locations 
Duncan - | location 

Kelowna - 3 locations 
Nanaimo - 2 locations 

Nelson - | location 

New Westminster - 2 locations 
North Vancouver - 2 locations 
Birken - | location 

Richmond - 6 locations 
Vancouver - 200 locations 
Vernon - | location * 
Victoria - |2 locations 


Airdrie - | location 
Calgary - 108 locations 
Canmore - | location 
Edmonton - 25 locations 
Fort McMurray = | location 


Team Leaders 


Be a part of western Canada’s Largest 
landscaping maintenance companies. 
Mature, motivated working Team Leaders 
are required to join our winning team. 


Successful candidates will have a positive, 


outgoing attitude, experienced in the 


landscaping maintenance industry, and take 
pride in a job well done. Candidates with 


CCHT, Journeyman, and/or Horticulture 
Diploma will be given preference. 


All positions are year round positions with room 
for advancement. Submit resume in confidence to: 


Prestige Landscape Maintenance Ltd. 
4207 — 80th Avenue NE 

Calgary, AB 13) 4B9 

Attention: General Manager 


Fax: (403) 280-5470 
email: jhaberl@prestige-landscape.com 


Grand Praire - | location 
Lethbridge - 3 locations 
Medicine Hat - 2 locations 
Red Deer - 3 locations 


Prince Albert - | location 
Regina - 3 locations 
Saskatoon - 4 locations 


Brandon - | location 
Winnipeg - 5 locations 
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Hamilton - 2 locations 
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Reid Hollander | 
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Ottawa - 25 locations 
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Richmond Hill - 2 locations 
Stratford - | location 

St. Catherines- | location 
Sudbury - 3 locations 
Thunder Bay - 2 locations 
Toronto - | 18 locations 
Waterloo - 5 locations 
Windsor - | location 


Hull - | location 
Montreal - 8 locations 


Saint Laurent - ji iieation 


Fredericton - | location 
Moncton - 3 locations 


St. John’s - 2 locations 


Halifax - 4 locations 
Yarmouth - | location 


Charlottetown - 4 locations 
Kingsboro - | location 
Vernon Bridge ~-| location 


Yellowknife - | location 


Canada’s ONLY truly National Gay 


Download the magazine at:www.outiooks.ca 
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ALUMNI AUDITORIUM 


. Calgary Cares 2005 supporting AIDS Calgary | 


' Proud Crowd 
(From left) Kerry, Henry, Blaine 


and Joel all have good cause to 


smile—their event was a success! 


Smiles Are Free 


Law student Tim accepts 
donations for Bruce House. Don’t WHISPERS PUB 
those pearly whites just make you 


wanna break the bank?! 


Countdown Complete 
Local lesbian author Alex Brett seems 
pleased that the work is done and now 
she can celebrate the release of her 
latest: novel, Cold Dark Matter. 


SWIZZLE’S 


Taking The Plunge 
Pride Otawa 
Secretary Lee Callan 
reaches into the 
pitcher to draw a 
name for the raffle, 
assisted by the lovely 
Miss Kitty, also a 


Pride Ottawa board Experience a Sultry Evening of Pillow Talk 


member. 


BARRYMORE’S SATURDAY 7PM « APRIL 23, 2005 


Spinster 
DJ Dan Valin kept the 
crowd hopping with 


Rosy Glow 

Apparently, Tanja’s just tickled pink to help 
patrons out with their choice of libation—so 
what can we attribute her sunny disposition to? 
Must have been a good show! 


Us 

LET YOUR HAIR DOWN, AND LOOSEN YOUR TIE AIDS CALGARY 
Calgary Cares 2005 takes place ina tantalizing SECRET LOCATION. Only the curious will be privy 
to the world’s largest boudoir, as fashion and dance unite in an energy-filled extravaganza mixed 
with mouthwatering tastes and treats. Once inside the party,the Dream Maker will take you 
through a myriad of PILLOW TALK fantasies including slinky slumber parties and playful 
pillow fights. This international award-winning event has raised thousands of dollars for those 
living with HIV/AIDS, all in support of AIDS Calgary. 


his signature style. 


Tickets available at Ticketmaster 777-O000 (Secret Location address provided on Ticket) 
Ottawa’s own “The Habit” entertains the Tickets $125 (Ticket Agency Fees in Effect) | 
; , 
assembled crowd. We'll Laugh So Hard We’ll What?! Secret Location transportation begins at: 
Adult comedy troupe The Wet Spots made METROPOLITAN GRILL (both locations 17th Ave & 8th Ave SW), transportation will run continuously to and | 
sure a good time was had by all— wonder from the Secret Location commencing at 6:45pm, and beginning to return at 11:30pm | 


how many tissues the audience got through... 2 
For more information call 541-9255, 


Ask About Group Discounts 


WWW.CALGARYCARES.CA 
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Peay Pa ate 


It All Went Swimmingly... 


Event organizers Paul and Alberto appear to 
be quite thrilled with the “fruits” of their 
labour. 


All photos this page by Dale Smith 
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Free Spirit 


Playground 
Kevin J. Snyder grew up in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, and attended the Alberta College of Art and Design in Calgary, graduating in 
1991. Sculpture was the focus of his career, with time spent in Verona, Italy, and central British Columbia. Snyder's sculpture work was 


exhibited and sold throughout Canada. In 1996, with a move to Victoria, B.C., he began painting. His work has a definitive sculptor’s 
approach, with shape, form, balance and texture all featured as key elements. 


Snyder's painting work is distributed by major art publishers in Canada and the United States, and his originals are exhibited and 
sold throughout North America. They may also be found in private collections world wide. 


AEM UC Kevin Snyder continues to live on the west coast, calling Vancouver home. His work continues to make one think, smile and laugh. 
For more information on this artist and to see more of his work, check out his website at www.kevinjsnyder.com. 


is proud to bring you this ongoing showcase of artistic talent in 
Ce @ ) “4 3 Canada’s GLBT community. If you would like your work considered 
rie aint for this feature please submit samples to main@outlooks.ca 
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NIN BUSINESS ARN 


Strength in Numbers 


By Josh Murray 


It’s not easy to keep a nightclub relevant for a decade. It’s not easy to even keep a 
bar open for a decade. Somehow, one Davie Street institution has not only survived the 
past twenty-five years, it has also flourished. Numbers and its president Phil Moon are 
now permanent fixtures in Vancouver’s gay community and Moon doesn’t intend for any 
of that to change. 


Moon opened Numbers in 1980, and for the past twenty-five years the bar has stood 
firm at its location on Davie Street between Burrard and Thurlow. To celebrate the 
2005 milestone, celebrations are in high gear. “Over the past six months, we have been 
making...changes and renovations at Numbers to bring the club up-to-date,” explains 
Moon, with evident pride. 


The effort has certainly paid off: the bar now boasts brand new plasma screens 
throughout and a diversified layout, not to mention incredible new production systems. 
“Now Numbers has one of the best light shows in the community of gay bars, with an 
amazing sound system and the capability of having two DJs in one bar,’ Moon enthuses. 


Changing with the times is a given in business but Numbers has done a good job of 
staying true to its founding values. “Numbers is the one club that has always been 
diverse,’ Moon says. “As we 
enter our twenty-fifth year, we 
have created that even more; 
with the Leather Loft upstairs, 
the unique areas that Numbers 
has through its five levels—it 
gives a diverse club to 
everyone.” 


And he is certainly right: on 
any given night at Numbers, the 
crowd is anything but the 
homogenized blend of stereotypes and banalities 
that can be found at other city hot spots. 


If there is one thing Moon knows about, it’s diversifying his interests. “Our commu- 
nity is so diverse now,” he says. “Why make each club the same?” 


Throughout his career in Vancouver nightlife, he has held significant stakes in a 
number of local bars and lounges. At the current time, he is president of not only 
Numbers Cabaret but also Sugar Daddy’s (a sports bar further west on Davie), The 
Oasis Pub (an upscale lounge that specializes in martinis and live entertainment) and 
The Fountainhead Pub (a straight-ahead watering hole complete with draft beer and 
darts). 


“My goal was to build these places so that there would be a place for everyone in the 
community to feel comfortable,” he says. 


“With sixteen beers on tap, and the TVs, pool tables and darts, [the Fountainhead] is 
a great place to be.” The spot is frequented by a number of local athletics teams 
following games, practices and tournaments. 


“The Oasis is completely different,’ Moon continues proudly. “A piano bar with live 
entertainment, over 200 martinis, a large wine list, great food—it’s completely different!” 
And it certainly is—with monthly performances by Willi Taylor and special events like 
the ever-popular West End Idol. But the fun doesn’t stop there. 


“Sugar Daddy’s is more of the sports and music venue,’ explains Moon. “[And] 
Numbers is a dance cabaret with a smoking room. The upstairs has the Leather Loft 
bar to cater towards the leather-bear-Levi’s community, with the cruise-y dance bar 
downstairs.” 


Moon’s impressive resume has afforded him the luxury of knowledge in an industry 
that changes rapidly. “‘It’s a twenty-four hour job,” he says. “But you meet a lot of inter- 
esting people!” 


Just because he feels social, though, doesn’t mean he can rest on his laurels.““You have 
to always be proactive in giving the community new things to look forward to”, he says. 
“The minute you sit back is the minute you wonder where everyone went. Vancouver 
is a very competitive city and [you] always have to be on your toes.” 


And ‘on his toes’ he has been—increasingly over the past few years—as the atmos- 
phere for liquor distributors has become strict and more stressful. “In the early ’80s, 
it was fun to do business,” he explains. “There weren't so many hurdles and rules to 
follow. It has become almost impossible to do business in Vancouver. The fun has been 


taken away and it has affected the customers in the long run. It makes it hard to 
provide a fun atmosphere for the customers.” 


They have had some success recently—but it hasn’t been without struggles. “The 
more [we] try, the more we have to fight,’ Moon admits. “The city has been allowing 
us our extensions and giving us the opportunity 
to do beer gardens. Hopefully this continues, 
and we are given more opportunities to have fun 


yoy 


and get rid of the reputation of ‘No Fun City’. 


It’s not all about fun, though; customers also 
appreciate a business that supports the commu- 
nity in return and, like Moon’s other businesses, 
Numbers has been no different throughout its 
twenty-five year history. “We have always been 
supportive towards community events and 
different organizations,” he stresses. 


While significant community support will 
certainly not change as Numbers evolves, Moon 
explains many other things will. In fact, “Change 
is Good’ is the club’s current slogan. 
Emblazoned on window banners and throughout 
the club on signage and postings, this attitude 
sums up Phil Moon’s wishes for the future. 


Moon man: Numbers proprietor 

Phil Moon has long been known 

for his business accumen and 
One change they will undoubtedly appreciate is community support 

the extended hours. Numbers has received approval ~~~ 

from the city of Vancouver to extend its serving hours to open much earlier in the 

day—perhaps even as early as noon. And the change is effective almost immediately. 

“This will be in effect in the middle of March!” says Moon. 


“! hope that the gay community enjoys the 
new Numbers and its new additions,” he says. 


Despite years of history in the Vancouver business community, March is just the 
beginning for both Numbers and Phil Moon himself. “Over the years, it has been good,” 
he says. “We are still here and getting ready for another good twenty years.” © 


Josh Murray is a Vancouver-based writer, ad exec. and all-around good time. For more log 
onto .joshmurray.ca 
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TORONTO 


By Rick Matthews 


It was around this time last year that the | 
first‘National Gay and Lesbian Wedding Show — 
took place in Toronto amidst the ongoing © 
national debate about same-sex marriage. As _ 
the event gears up for its second go around 
things haven’t changed much: the country is 
still strongly divided on the issue, queers are | 
getting hitched in places where they can, and 
people working in the marriage industry are — 
busy trying to figure out how to market to 
homos. 


It seems fair to say that the people on every 
side of this gay marriage business, those who 


want to tie the knot and those who can help - 
them do just that, are still trying to find their 


footing in what has traditionally been a hetero 
sexual industry. Marketing to the same-sex wedding crowd is a process of trial and error 
and throwing a successful wedding show is no exception. 


“Last year we learned a very valuable lesson,” says Marti Milks, who has managed the 
national show since its beginning. “Don’t run a show on the same day as the Academy 
Awards because it’s like the Super Bowl of gay and lesbian society!” 


Even with Oscar fighting for attention, last year’s event at the Metro Toronto 
Convention Centre managed to draw more than a thousand visitors over the course of 
a day. Seventy exhibitors from Classy Formal Wear to William Ashley China took part in 
the affair, each hoping to attract some of the new gay wedding dollars up for grabs, or at 
least catch the attention of lovers strolling through the exhibits. 


“It’s a fairly niche market,” says Milks, a veteran in running large hetero wedding shows 
like the Fall National Bridal Show, 
which can bring in roughly 15,000 
visitors over three days. “Last 
year’s [gay] show proved to be a 
hit and really helped our exhibitors 
expand into a completely new 
market.” 


“Don't run a show on the 
same day as the Academy 
Awards because it’s like 
the Super Bowl of gay and 
lesbian society?!” 

-Marti Milks on the 
inaugural National Gay and 
Lesbian Wedding Show 


Whether the one-day queer 
wedding show translated directly 
into market share for its partici- 
pants is hard to say, but local 
businesses must sense some potential for profit in the same-sex marriage market. 
Between June 2003 and December 2004, the city of Toronto issued 2,026 same-sex 
marriage licenses. Out of those, 780 were issued to couples from the United States and 
210 more to couples from outside North America. 


That may not sound like a lot of gay marriages, but according to Statistics Canada the 
average straight couple spends $20,000 on their wedding. With money like that on the 
table, you can almost hear the registers singing. Just how much the average gay couple 
spends on a wedding is still anyone’s guess, but according to Milks there are clear differ- 
ences in what gays and straights are looking for when it comes to their big day. 


“In the traditional wedding market, planning your 
wedding is a full production,” says Milks. “There are a 
lot more options and it can be overwhelming 
and confusing. The gay couples we see are 
often already committed and just want to plan 
a big party. They know exactly what they want.’ 


Where ‘camp’ 
| meets tradition 


And what about the gay response to wedding 
| events? “Gay wedding shows don’t have the intensity 
of traditional shows,” says Milks. “They are a bit more 
lighthearted.” 


» At last year’s show, one booth was handing out 
» chocolate thongs to wedding couples hoping to find 
| the newest pattern for their china or the perfect 
| flower bouquet. 


Another player in the Toronto wedding show game 
| is Joanna Valius, publisher of Gaiety magazine. She 
| produced a show on a much smaller scale called the 
Pink Wedding Expo last June. “I’m not really in the 
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M wedding business,’ says Valius, “I’m in the magazine 
business, but the show came as an extension of the work 
we did for our pink wedding issue last April.” 


Valius doesn’t draw a clear line between gay and straight 
i wedding shows. Like Milks, she’s planning to do another 
show this year, but is taking a very different approach from 
| the exclusively gay event she planned the first time. Valius 
}is teaming up with Brides to Remember, a straight wedding 
| magazine, to produce the Pink & White National Wedding 
Expo in Niagara Falls on April 17. The advertising for the 
show promotes the show’s all-inclusive nature: it 
“welcomes all couples in love Gay or Straight.” 


“There are eleven wedding shows throughout the year 
fand | find it almost unnecessary that there has to be a 
}separate gay show,’ she _ 
says. “Straight shows | 

provide the same valuable | 
information to couples regardless of their sexuality and 
| think it’s kind of isolating to the gay community to say 
you need your own show.” 


Luciano and 
Christopher unite 
“under the rainbow” 


“Love is love. What's the difference,” asks Valius. 
And money is money, no matter who is spending it. 


With two very different approaches to wedding 
shows this spring, it appears that the debate about how 
to plan a wedding show, like the issue of same-sex 
marriage itself, is still going strong. 


Taking a cue from 


The National Gay and Lesbian Wedding Show runs Demis Vanity Fair 


from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. on Sunday, March 13, 2005, at the Bas covers, Steve models 
Metro Toronto Convention Centre. Admission is $10 per gp airbrushed “tux” 
person. The Pink & White National Wedding Expo 2005 takes 

place Sunday April 17, 2005, at the Sheraton Fallsview Niagara, from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Admission for that event is also $10 per person. 

Rick Matthews is a freelance journalist based in Toronto. With the aim of taking a true 
look at the diversity of the gay community he’s dene work for Fab and appeared as a 
guest-host on SoGayTV. 
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Eat, drink and be helpful 


By Josh Murray 


Eating is good. Eating for charity is better. 


Many non-profit organizations strive to involve the public in unique and rewarding 
fundraisers, but Dining Out for Life has literally cured a craving for many Vancouverites 
eager to help. The annual fundraiser cooks up a recipe that’s equal parts compassion and 
consumption—and it does a whole lot of good along the way. 


Nearly 175 restaurants from all over Vancouver and its surrounding areas will donate 
twenty-five percent of their food bills on Thursday, March 10, to two local beneficiaries. 
The fundraiser is among the most important in the fight against AIDS and strives to 
achieve a 2005 collection goal of $160,000. 


Event Coordinator, Chris Patrick, explains that the event is not only an enjoyable one, 
but also unique. “Other cities do ‘like’ events,” he says, “but none do Dining Out for Life.” 


Friends for Life and A Loving Spoonful are the proud recipients of the funds raised 
during Dining Out for Life and those funds are certainly a welcome gift. 


“Welcome doesn’t even begin to describe it,’ says Sue Moen, the Executive Director 
of A Loving Spoonful. “‘Necessary’, ‘vital’, ‘crucial’ come closer to describing it, but also 
there is gratitude for community response to 
this event that allows the agency to feel that 
the burden is shared among many, and there- 
fore lighter and do-able.” 


The society is a primarily volunteer-staffed 
organization that provides free, nutritious 
meals to people living with HIV and AIDS all 
over the Greater Vancouver area. Volunteers 
deliver nearly 275 meals each day of the year 
and the need continues to grow. 


Ke The Diamond Cae 


for Living 


“We are seeing a thirty percent increase in applications for 
service from last year as two AIDS epidemics converge: those whose drug therapies are 
failing and are rapidly moving to end-stage AIDS, and those for whom drug therapies were 
not an option, who are now progressing to AIDS,” Moen explains. “We are also seeing 
more rapid disease progression in populations for whom the cuts in the social safety net 
have had a profound impact. People who live in poverty do get sicker, faster.” 


This is precisely where Dining Out for Life steps in. 


“We strive to meet the expectations of our clients, volunteers and funders willingly, 
but the massive response to Dining Out for Life boosts our morale and includes us in a 
wider response,’ Moen adds. 


In addition to A Loving Spoonful, the incredible work of Friends for Life is bolstered 
each year by the revenue generated by the Dining Out event. The second of the two 
beneficiaries of the program, Friends for Life is a non-profit group that provides constant 
help to people battling life-threatening illnesses. The organization offers group support, 
nutrition and counselling services, research resources and healing therapies such as thera- 
peutic massage. 


“Friends for Life offers a place of community, inspiration and hope to people living with 
life-threatening illness,” explains Executive Director Jennifer Evin Jones. “And it is very 
much in sync with the growing ‘west coast consciousness’ that our alternative and 
complementary therapies would appeal to an ever-expanding group of people.” 


In addition to providing these unique therapies, Friends for Life runs the Diamond 
Centre for Living in Vancouver’s West End. A unique health and wellness centre, the 
location was opened in 1995 and provides drop-in services free of charge, so any finan- 
cial assistance from Dining Out is welcome. 


“[The event] provides Friends for Life with critical financial support that allows us to 
both expand and diversify our services to meet the growing need of our membership,’ 
says Jones. “Delivering these greater number of services to our membership takes 
resources—and Dining Out for Life is a key component that allows us to do the work 
that we do.’ 


While it may achieve an exceptional level of fundraising in Vancouver, Dining Out for 
Life is not a purely Canadian tradition. Over thirty American cities also participate in the 
program. Other Canadian cities across the country are involved heavily in events like the 
newer Spring for Life—a similar campaign involving movie theatres, restaurants, florists 
and even retailers, but Vancouver remains the sole participant in our country. It might 
not be too surprising considering the concept of Dining Out originated in the United 
States. In 1991,a volunteer with a Philadelphia-based AIDS charity conceived the idea and 


quickly watched the success build. In 1993, the campaign began to spread across North 
America as AIDS service organizations sought licenses to bring the event to their respec- 
tive home towns. Over 2,500 restaurants in more than thirty cities are now involved and, 
last year, the combined total of donations exceeded two million dollars. 


In 2005, Dining Out for Life will reach a milestone in Vancouver as it celebrates its 
diamond anniversary. Since 1995, the event has raised over $700,000 locally, monies that 
have helped fund Friends for Life and A Loving Spoonful in their many charitable endeav- 
ours. And, as the success has grown, so too has the scope of the event. 


Title sponsor Wolf Blass has offered to donate seventy-five cents from every bottle of 
its wine sold in B.C. throughout the month of March to the cause. The Australian winery 
came aboard in the winter and Dining Out is proud to have them. 


“The best thing that has happened in years,” Chris Patrick says enthusiastically. “What 
a perfect match—what better combination than food and wine! They are just so enthu- 
siastic about being involved.” 


A Loving Spoonful’s Moen agrees: “They are bringing a fresh breath of enthusiasm that 
has enhanced our pleasure with the event. Just like a good glass of wine enhances a meal.” 


In addition, Starbucks outlets across the Lower Mainland and Whistler are donating $1 
from every ‘tall’ vanilla latte sold on March 10. And, as if that were not enough incentive 
to take part, patrons at each restaurant participating in the Dining Out for Life program 
can even enter on-site to take home a reward of their own: a digital espresso machine 
valued at nearly $1,500 has been donated by Starbucks and will be presented to one lucky 
diner. 


Restaurants range from the pricey to the casual and cover just about every type of 
cuisine imaginable. Whether diners are enjoying sumptuous seafood at Araxi in Whistler 
or a fine pasta at Cafe Luxy in Vancouver’s West End, twenty-five percent of their entire 
bill will be helping someone in need. It is perhaps the simplest and most engaging 
fundraiser offered each year in the city. 


“It’s simplicity,’ explains Chris Patrick. “Go out, have a great meal and benefit people 
in need. It costs the consumer no more than the same dinner would cost any other day, 
yet the benefits to us are staggering.” 


And it’s fun to boot. Even selecting a restaurant to visit on the night can prove enter- 
taining with so many to choose from. Participating restaurants are listed and categorized 
by region at www.diningoutforlife.com—and Vancouver certainly offers a huge platter 
of options from which to choose. “What better place to have an event like this?” says 
Patrick. “There are just so many restaurants!” 


Diners can also give further at their respective tables during the event, as Dining Out 
for Life provides donation envelopes and volunteers on-site to explain the event. 
However, even by just attending and showing their support, the public makes a significant 
difference in the operations of the two local charities. “It certainly shows they care,” says 
Patrick, “and we can’t begin to express how much we appreciate it.” 


Sue Moen echoes the sentiment and emphasizes the importance of the evening—for 
both those who dine and those who benefit. “It is important to our clients because food 
and nutrition are the most basic and most powerful therapy in their treatment process,” 
she says. “It is important to the diners—and | will be one of them—to respond locally, 
as the results of their contributions and participation are much more tangible when we 
can actually see the difference we make.” 


Friends for Life’s Jennifer Evin Jones concurs. “I think that all of us want to know that 
we are ‘making a difference’. Dining Out for Life allows us all to do just that—in a very 
fun and playful way.” W 


Josh Murray is a Vancouver-based writer, ad exec. and all-around good time. For more log 
onto www.joshmurray.ca 


We offer a wide range of legal - 
services to the lesbian, gay, bisexual 
and transgendered communities of 
British Columbia: 


Wills/Estates 
Corporate/Commerical 
Real Estate 
Immigration 


Family Law 
Adoption 
Civil Litigation 
Human Rights 


i ININ OK 
LAWYERS 


Phone 604.687.8752 Toll Free 1.888.442.9529 Fax 604.687.7686 email dfce@imag.net 
Suite 620 - 1033 Davie Street, Vancouver, British Columbia VoE 1M7 
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THE NEWS 


LE 
Gimme some Space... 


By Outlooks Staff 


On Thursday, February |0th, Calgary’s Mount Royal College became a link in an ever- 
expanding chain of post-secondary institutions dedicated to supporting diversity. The day 
marked the official launch of the Positive Space Initiative, a program designed to show 
encouragement for gay, lesbian, bisexual, queer, transgendered and two-spirited students, 
faculty and staff who might otherwise feel marginalized in the school’s overall population. 
Positive Space was created to not only raise awareness of discrimination issues faced by the 
affected groups, but also to provide a support network through an information and resource 
website and a sticker campaign that helps LGBTTQ individuals identify progressive environ- 
HUT meme Ments On campus. Stickers featuring the initiative’s 
| distinctive logo were handed out after the event so 
| attendees from all walks of life could use them to 
| identify areas on campus that respect and encourage 
| diversity, or even put them on their personal items to let 
| others know they are in “good company”. 


By all measures, the launch was an unqualified success. 
| Despite some adversity from a small number of faculty, 
: a i | staff and students, and posters being torn down in the 
Dr. Kori Street, one of days leading up to the event, the kick-off was well- 
the key figures involved "@™™™e"" attended and obviously supported by the highest levels 
in launching Positive of MRC’s administration. Among the speakers to welcome the 
Space, welcomes the crowd to the Leacock Theatre was David Marshall, the president 
crowd to the Leacock —_ of Mount Royal College and an’ ardent supporter of the program. 
Theatre He also sponsored the very generous bar in hors d’oeuvre buffet 
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MERE MINUTES BEFORE 
Ricki ANO Lucié 
ARE ABouT To TIE 

THE KNOT in 

TORONTO... 


YAU, But WE'LL Know tT 
HAPPENED. AND OUR FRIENOS 
WiLL KNow IT HAPPENED. BABY, 
WERE DOIN’ THIS BECAUSE 
We LOVE EACH OTHER ANO 
WE WANT “HE 

WHOLE WORLD 


YES, | would like to 
subscribe to 
OuUTLEQKS 


| Name: 

I Address: 

| REMEMBER WHEN WE WENT TO 

VisiT YouR FAMILY OUT WEST, 

I BACK IN ‘897 T SLEPT WITH 

| City: Prov: YOUR COUSIN “WHATS-HER-NAME'... 

, THE ONE WITH THE BIG TITS. 
Postal Code: 

I 


] | have enclosed a cheque for $25.00 in Canada 
! For $35.00 outside Canada 
RS : 
VISA [] € arcs 


hicranmareT Route J 
I Account Number: 


O 
U 
O 


| or please bill my: 


I Expiry Date: | 


I Signature: 


a ey pe 
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How Do I LOOK, MRS. TOUNSON-SANTORELLO 7 


re 
BEAUTIFUL, MRS, SANTORELLO-JOHUN SON. 
WOULD You HELP ME PUT THIS ON7 


isn’t \T GREAT? WE'VE BEEN 
TOGETHER FOR FOURTEEN 
YEARS -- THROUGH THE Goop 
AND THE BAD. THERE'S 
NOTHING WE CAN'T TELL 


UNFAITHFUL 


TWO-TIMING 


offered in the lobby following % 
the presentation. yiuces (Left) A screen 
* capture of the 
initiative’s new 
website 


The definite high point of 
the afternoon was an hour- 
long speech by special guest 


OFICIAL LAOH 


Mark Tewksbury. The former | MRC's Positive Space tntiatioe (Below) Keynote 
Olympic gold medal swimmer sa dowry Mm Aer Speaker and 
spoke passionately about the | =, Olympic gold 


“ medallist Mark 


need for such initiatives as ] ; 
. Tewksbury 


Positive Space, and regaled | 
the appreciative crowd with | ccna 
anecdotes about the high and low points of his life as a gay 
man, both in and out of the closet. Tewksbury even revealed 
that his visit to the campus was a bit of a homecoming, as | 
Mount Royal College had served as a kind of makeshift 
positive space for him many years earlier when he’d come 
over from his neighbouring high school to practice 
swimming. At the end of his speech, Tewksbury took time 
to field questions from the audience before dashing off to 
the airport to catch a flight to Europe for a conference. 


By not only accepting but also encouraging the Positive 
Space Initiative, Mount Royal College has demonstrated its 
dedication to educating students—all students—in one of | 
the most important disciplines: respect. The program, spear- ~ 
headed mainly by concerned faculty and staff members, is currently up and running and it is 
hoped the example it serves will inspire other institutions across the country to take similar 
steps towards progress. 


For more information on MRC’s Positive Space Initiative, visit their official site at 
www.mtroyal.ab.ca/positivespace/index.shtml. W 


WHEN ZI WAS FEEDING THE 
BABY THIS MORNING, Z 
STARTED THINKING, “WHY 
ARE WE DOING THIS?” © 
MEAN, AS SOON AS WE 
CROSS THE BORDER, THIS 
MARRIAGE WON'T EVEN BE 
RECOGNIZED. ITLL BE LIKE 
it NEVER HAPPENED. 


MY GOD, CAN You BEL CVE (T 7 
MY HANDS ARE SHAKING! 
IM ACTUALLY NERVOUS / 


YOU KNOW WHAT'S 
FRIGGIN’ weird? 


WELL... ACTUALLY... UH, A FEI MONTHS APTER WE MET, 
THERE iS ONE THING I'VE I WENT HOME WITH TRISH. BUT 
NEIER TOLD You. NOT THAT | TUST THAT ONE TIME, I SWEAR! 
iT MAKES ANY DIFFERENCE [> 


HMM. BoiNKED MY BEST 
FRIEND, INTERESTING. WELL, 
SINCE WE'RE COMIN’ CLEAN, 
t HAVE SOMETHIN’ To TELL 


N 
50, iS iT TRUE THAT N 
TRISH GiVES THE BesT 


BITCH. 


WHOFE. 
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Volunteers for Out on 
Screen 


Community programmers and 
A_ curators needed for the I7th 

annual Queer Film and Video 
_ Festival. No experience neccessary. 
Also looking for festival guide 
— eee copywriters. Must have writing 
By Outlooks Staff experience. 

Details available at www.outonscreen.com or contact Michael Barrett 
(michaelb@outonscreen.com or 604-844-1615). 


Jerome Mandrake Live in Concert 


See the first live band ever at the Oasis Pub Sunday, March 6 at 8 p.m.at 
1240 Thurlow St. Cover is $3, call 604-685-1724 for more details. 


+t ~~ Game on! 

Vancouver's gay hockey team, the Cutting Edges, is hosting their 6th annual 
skating party at the West End Community Centre March 19, 8:45 p.m. Tickets 
are $10 in advance and are available at Pumpjack Pub or Little Sisters with 

part of the proceeds going to Dr. Peter Centre. 
Gayway Spirituality 
March is the month of spirituality at Gayway and on March 14, Queer 


Dharma gives insight on Tibetan Buddhism in the community and includes 
instruction and brief meditation sitting between 7-9 p.m. 


March 5’s Gay Spirituality and Western Astrology gives you a chance to 
learn about the gay mythologies behind astrology between 2-4 p.m. 


experience different spiritual beliefs in a supportive and non-judgmental 
environment March 23 7-9 p.m. 


To register for any of Gayway events, contact 604-682-3900 or drop by 
913 Davie St. 


++ Honoring Our Heroes 


AccolAIDS 2005 is here to celebrate individual achievements in the BC 
AIDS movement. The event is on April 24 at the Pan Pacific Hotel, but the 
closing date for nominations is March 8, 5 p.m. Tickets are $150 or $1200 
for a table of eight. For more information, go to www.bcpwa.org or call 604- 
915-9255. 


++ ~~ Calling all choir boys and girls 


The Vancouver Lesbian and Gay choir is your inclusive, non-auditioned 
community choir for lesbian, gay, bi, trans and straight individuals with vocal 
chords made of gold. 


In their 15th season, rehearsals are on Tuesday evenings, 7:30 p.m. at St. 
Margaret’s Cedar Cottage Anglican Church 1530 East 22nd Ave. For more 
information, call 604-290-0909 or go to 
www.vanlessgaychoir.com 


| ~~ Funkin’ groovy 

Over 30 artists are set for Motown 
Meltdown at the Commodore 
Ballroom 868 Granville St. with 
proceeds going to Shooting Stars 
Foundation. Doors open March 5, 7 
p.m. Tickets are $28 through 


Learn how to create your own Garden of Eden on March 15, 7-9 p.m. For 
the guys who want to share their appreciation of gardening. Must register in 


advance. 


Homo-Spiritual is a multi-faith panel discussion for gay men to share and 


To have your community event listed in Pulse, please submit 
your information by the [5th of the month prior to issue date. 
E-mail: main@outlooks.ca. Toll-free fax: 1-877-885-6657. 
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Thursday March 10 pining Out For Life 
Presented by Wolf Blass Wines. 176 restaurants from 
Whistler to White Rock, and beyond, will donate 25% 
of your food bill to A Loving Spoonful and Friends For 
Life Society. See www.DiningOutForLife.com for a 
complete list of participating restaurants. 


March 14 - 18 
Gerbera Daisy Sales for Life 


“AIDS Vancouver, A Loving Spoonful and Friends For 


Life volunteers will be selling gerbera daisies at all the 
major malls and at Granville Island Market to raise 
money and awareness. See www.springforlife.ca 


Thursday March 31 Spring For Life 


A day in support of AIDS awareness and research. 
First annual Spring For Life kicks off in Vancouver 
with merchants, movie theatres and travel agents 
who will donate 10% of their sales that day to AIDS 
Vancouver, Friends For Life and A Loving Spoonful. 
See www.springforlife.ca for a complete list of 
participating national and local merchants. 


LOvINe SPOONE,,, 


soOCcteTy?Y 


Thanks Vancouver for making A Loving Spoonful’s 
first RED Party a huge success. We raised over $5000 
with the help of many sponsors, donors, volunteers 
and the community, providing 1000 meals! 


FRIENDS of 
FOR LIFE aed 


Club Granville 


for more information. 


ANT 


Saturday March 5 


Motown Meltdown . 


The Shooting Stars Foundation presents our third 
annual bash at the Commodore Ballroom (868 
Granville St.) Doors: 7PM Showtime: 8PM. Rockers, 
folkies, jazzoids, popsters, country stars, actors and 
soulsters “DO MOTOWN"! Featuring over 30 artists 
and backed by a hot 12-piece Motown band. Tickets 
$28 (+s/c) at Ticketmaster (604) 280- 
4444 or Highlife Records and Zulu 
Records. Proceeds to benefit the 
Shooting Stars Foundation in 
support of direct service AIDS 
agencies. For more info check out: 
Produicing Stellar Hess’ Www.shootingstarsfoundation.org 
In the month of March, Wings Housing Society will 
be receiving funds from the Barry Naimark Charity 
Skins Curling Bonspiel at the Vancouver Curling 
Club. The event takes place from March 3 - 6 
www.vancouvercurlingclub.com 


Wings ; ; sf 
Housing Society 4 Ya 
q 


McLaren Housing Society of BC received an $18,000 
grant from the Elton John AIDS Foundation; $20,000 
from the M.A.C. AIDS Fund; $4,000 from the Hamber 
Foundation and $500 from the Andrew Mahon 
Foundation. See www.mclarenhousing.com 


M‘Laren Housing Society 
of British Columbia 


‘Chank Vou Jor supporting our CWimcouver && area community events! 


Let us know about YOUR upcoming non-profit AIDS & GLBT fundraising event and recent financial results. 
Please email us your next month info & logo to: PumpJackEvents@shaw.ca by the 10th of each month.. 
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Ticketmaster, Highlife, or Zulu Records. 
y-+ ~The Dishwashers 

New comedy from the pen of Morris 
Panych runs until March 12, at the Arts 


Island Stage, 
Johnston St. Go to www.artsclub.com 
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~ Amazing quality © hatter prica 


A7W-2188 digital & offset: 
Cardz » posterz » sbickert 


_Aieketz » brachury » catalog 
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Sugar Daddy's Survivor Palau benefitting 
Dr. Peter Centre takes place every Thursday @ 8:00 p.m. 


Thursday March 31 

, L'Amour Takes Off 
L'Amour Takes Off Fashion Event to benefit Dr. Peter 
Centre at the Roundhouse Community Centre from 7:00 
p.m. to 11:00 p.m. Tickets in Advance at: Little Sisters or 
Ticketmaster $25 General $55 VIP www.drpeter.org 


Co-sponsors: 


Copybhis.ca 


GuTILEQnrs 


Dr. Peter Centre 


This monthly community 
feature sponsored by 
your friends at: 


PUMPJACK 


Monies Received by 
Dr. Peter Centre 
RBC Foundation: $15,000 


Face the World 
Foundation: $10,000 


Abbott Laboratories: 
$10,000 


Yale Pharmacy: $1,000 
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___ We've turned up the heat! 


SHARD ON 
DE. 


XXX gay adult films 
_-  (commercial-iree) 
9 PM - 6AM esr 
7 Days/Week 


(Now that’s hot!) 


Call your local cable or satellite provider to order today. 
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This 34-year-old is presently Mr. 
Toronto:Leather Fellowship 2005: 
and GM of Steamworks’ new 
Toronto location. A former 
Albertan, Cam brings his 
western touch to urban 
Toronto....and what a touch! 


Photographed by Tony Fong 


LOOKING FOR THE BEST... 
_ MORTGAGE? 


Contact Gordon Roebuck, 
Mortgage Agent, at 


Tel: 780-554-8831 
Toll Free: 1-877-488-8831 
Fax: 780-665-6005 


| have access to the 
BEST mortgage rates and products — 
discounted as low as 1.25%* below posted. 


DJ Marc Tattoo was 
featured at Palm 

© Springs' New Years 
@ “RESOLUTION’, the 
© Cancun "Karamaba", 


Masks and, bead 
Expanded(facilit } 


Good credit, bad credit, self-employed... 


E ded ‘coatch : ih ~ pompsnedlormipan 
Let me help! uy your (eked MPTmRieE ame OTe BAT g reer tre 


Call TODAY for a FREE Consultation! 


*OAC, EXOE 


cets AvaAllADIe arom ser en 
We bee Meliae leary, 
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“low mortgage rates are just the beginning...” 
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Springtime 
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TRAVEL _2fo~ 
By Lincoln Phillip 


If you have been charmed by our French “brother”, Montréal, then 
wait ‘til you meet his big sister, Paris! Indifferent yet friendly, Paris 
has a charm that will make you fall in love with her beauty, entice 
you with her endless nightlife and make you want to come back for more, no matter the 
cost! 


To truly enjoy Gai Paris, you must stray off the beaten path, away from the tourist trap 
Champs Elysée—except for clubbing at Le Queen, and into the Marais, the young, hip and 
predominantly gay arrondissement (district) of Paris. Paris is a very liberal city, though 
most locals will claim that Parisians are very conservative. However, having a gay nude- 
only nightclub in the heart of the city seems pretty liberal to me. 


| only spent a week in the City of Light, which allowed just a taste of what Paris has to 


Like all big cities, Paris 
offers so much of every- 
_ thing that it is easy to get 
caught up in doing just one 
thing, so if it’s your first 
time it can be a bit 
overwhelming. Discipline 
yourself and do the things 
that interest you the most, 
but also allow time for the 
touristy things as well. 


Before you go: 


Like all good English-speaking Canadians, most of us know a little bit of French, so 
before you depart | highly encourage you to brush up—or at least know how to say 
“Parlez vous Anglais?” perfectly. Do not, however, start speaking English right away, as 
you'll only come off as an Anglo-centric tourist, and most likely get no response. 


What to pack: 

Aside from bringing a French-English dictionary and a map of the city, you'll want to 
look your best while wandering the streets and kicking it up on the dancefloor. Paris is a 
walking city, so most Parisians take their appearance very seriously, especially during the 
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day, when it seems that everyone{ 
dresses to impress. Be sure to take 
a great pair of trainers and a hybrid 
sneaker/dress shoe for walking 
comfort and style. Depending on 
the season, a fabulous coat or jacket | 
paired with black pants will take you | 
everywhere flawlessly during the | 
day. Where you go at night is also a 
factor, as most of the gay clubs are 
not that dressy (the uniform of | 
brand-name jeans and a great shirt | Spectin 
is universal). At the moment, almost archi 
everyone is into the Dior Homme ~~~ 
look: low-slung, slim-cut jeans paired with white dress shirt or tight fitting t-shirt. 


Places to stay: 


Paris is divided into eighteen arrondissements, and the Marais creates a “pink triangle” 
found mainly in the third and fourth arrondissements, overlapping into the second. In the 
Marais almost everything is gay owned, operated or frequented by gay clientele: bars, 
cafes, bakeries, restaurants, shops, boutiques. Even the laundromat is gay-friendly! 


| rented an apartment through absolu-living, (www.absoluliving.com) an agency that 
offers fully furnished apartments in the Marais, which is a great alternative to hotels and 
you feel like a true Parisian. There are also countless gay-friendly hotels and bed and 
breakfasts to make your stay more enjoyable. Visit www.parisinfo.com to explore the 
many options. 


C’est la vie: 


If you are a “type A control freak”, then you may go crazy with the dominant “type B” 
vibe in Paris. For a large city the energy is pretty laid back, so just relax and go with the 
flow. Life is not a marathon, nor should your vacation be. Paris is also a relatively safe 
city to walk the streets at night and early morning, just rely on your street smarts and 
you will be all right. 


Getting around: 


As mentioned, Paris is easy to get around on foot, so there is no need to rent a car, 
unless you plan to visit the countryside or tour the rest of the country. For those who 
enjoy white-knuckle driving and endless traffic circles, Paris is the place to test your 
navigation skills! 


Paris is laid out in a star system, so never leave your room without a map—especially 
for the first couple of days! It is easy to get turned around, miss a street or wander down 
the wrong street when crossing a traffic circle. 


The map of Paris can be deceiving, as what seems like a short distance can take up to 
an hour by foot, so depending on your time, use the metro if your destination is on the 
other side of town. You will, however, miss a lot travelling underground, although the 
Parisian metro system is one of the fastest and 
easiest in the world to use, so it makes up for 
the scenic drawback! It is wise to buy a visitor 
metro pass, because you will most likely become | 
dependent on its speed and efficiency. Be sure to | 
pay attention to protecting your wallet and 
valuables from pickpockets (this warning is | 
announced in French, English and Japanese). If it’s _ 
any help for the winter traveller, | think | 
pickpockets would be more of a threat during the | 
hotter months. 


Must See: 


Walking through the streets of Paris is like | 
stepping back into history; everywhere you turn, | 
something (or someone!) will catch your eye. 
Depending on the length of your , 
stay, you may choose to visit the | 
city’s numerous monuments, 
museums, gardens, palaces and | 
historical sights. “Unavoidable” 
monuments that are even more 
beautiful at night include LArc de ae 
Triomphe, La Tour Eiffel, and the je 
very tourist-y Champs Elysée. 3 


The world-renowned art 
museum The Louvre is immense, so 
visit the website and mark off ' 
which pieces you want to see prior | 


f continued opposite 


to making your visit, or else you will spend at least half the 
day wondering throughout the salons. For those to busy to 
indulge, just hanging out in the courtyard there or waiting at its metro station will provide 
you with lots of art and architecture to enjoy for free. 


from previous 


For fashionistas, Musée de la Mode et du Textile, is just next door to the Louvre and 
often has great fashion- related exhibitions. As well, the Palais de Tokyo is one of the key 
places for contemporary art, plus it is a lot less touristy. 


Must Shop: 


There are many, many shopping districts and streets in Paris, which can be quite 
overwhelming for any hard-core shopper, no matter what your budget. Paris is the 
fashion capital of the world and the originator of concept stores, places to keep in mind 
include: Colette and Le Shop for fashion, music, books and everything cool, current and 
street-chic. Printemps Homme, one of Paris’s main department stores has five floors of 
men’s wear! Rue Etienne Marcel is great for Energie, Diesel, Barbara Bui, designer Pumas, 
as well as high end lines like Yoji Yamamoto, Kenzo, Patrick Cox and Thierry Mugler. Rue 
Vieille-du Temple has hip truly French stores as well as gay clothing shops, while Rue Saint 
Honoré is renowned for its high end yet approachable stores, including: Helmut Lang, 
John Galliano, Prada, Gucci, Yves Saint Laurent, Chloe and Dior. Don’t miss Le Bon 
Marché for home décor and dreamy designer housewares like Armani Casa, and Dior 
Maison. For serious shopping divas, Montainge Avenue hosts all the luxury shops such as 
Gucci, Louis Vuitton, Prada, Dior, Calvin Klein 
-/ and Fendi. The city’s largest Virgin Records 
= mega store is located on the Champs Elysée, 
§ which also boasts a store front made of two 
oversized Louis Vuitton cases! 


Places to party: 


The gay scene in Paris is “very commer- 
| cial”, notes my friend Florent, meaning that 
@ there is something for everyone no matter 
| what scene you're into. There are also 
| numerous grands soirees (circuit parties) 
| with big name DJs, as well as after-hours, 
| each promising to be bigger and better than 
its competitor. Although it does appear to be 
more of a money-making scene, clubs that 
| are not gay do host gay nights or special 
events. Paris’ music, vibe and scene is 
| pulsating and so incomparable to almost 
‘ : anything that long waits in line and high 
cover charges 2 are a small prices to pay for a great night out on the town. 


POLES ; 


A typical night in Paris starts off at the bar, which is equivalent to a lounge, and some 
of the most popular bars include, Banana Cafe, Open Cafe, Raidd Bar (which has, for your 
viewing pleasure, a go-go boy who dances nude in a glass shower stall). Le Cox is the 
most popular of the four. Most of the bars are open until 2 a.m. every night. 


Once you've geared up in a bar for your night out, it’s off to the clubs, most of which 
are open until 6 a.m. on the weekends, although it’s wise to check first. Most of the clubs 
are in the Marais area except for Le Queen, the most popular, glamorous and expensive 
gay club located on Champs Elysée. It costs twenty Euros on Friday and Saturday nights, 
with one free drink, then drinks cost ten Euros each! On Sunday nights it’s “Over Kitch” 
(only ItwelveEuros) where old-school gay anthems, Madonna and Kylie are in full swing. 
It’s actually fun considering that it is kitsch taken to the top hosted by a Latina drag diva, 
two sexy black drag queens and one blonde muscleboy as lead dancers. This night runs 
til six Monday morning, at which point | asked my Parisian friend “Don’t Parisians work 


residential/commercial 
interior decorator 


PH : +1.403.617.2406 
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or go to school?” 


Le Dépét is Paris’ largest cruising bar, 
and boasts two dance floors, amazing 
music, a dark room and numerous 
“cabins” when you want to cool your 
heels from dancing. Ironically, right next 
door is a police station for the third | 
arrondissement, which really surprised 
me, coming from conservative Canada! 


Although | did not venture in, Le | 
Transfert is a mnude-only cruising 
bar—something worth mentioning for | 
the more adventurous traveller! 


Sunday is a major party day in Paris, as | 
almost everything is closed except for | 
museums, cafes and resturants. Most | 
clubs host either “Afters” (an after- | 
hours party that will run till 8 a.m.) or | 
tea dances, which start in the early after- [ays Aas Eiffel 
noon or evening and run ‘til 2 a.m.. BRR ; 

Plaisir at La Scene Bastille is one of the ™ ——— SLES ERE 
most popular tea dances, and features all the beautiful people. At Folie’s Pigalle is BBB 
(Blanc, Beur and Black) a gay ethnic tea dance for Paris’s large Arab and black population. 


In Paris there are numerous free magazines and guides that list current parties, events 
and special nights at each bar and night club, if the scene seems a bit overwhelming in 
scope. 


Paris has long been known as the City of Light, but a more apt description may be “The 
City of Life’”—night, day and everything in-between. Europe’s most fabulous and cosmo- 
politan centre beckons visitors all year long, and | can say from experience that it is worth 
at least one—if not several—visits in a lifetime. Trust me: no matter your ‘scene’ or inter- 
ests, you won't want to leave! 77 


Lincoln Phillip is a writer in pursuit of promoting those who bring beauty into the world. 
He contributes style-related topics to many magazines, and collaborates with Calgary’s 
leading design firms. This style maven hopes to one day have lunch with Anna Wintour. 
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When it comes to the children of 
celebrities, I'll be the first to admit that I’ve 
got a bit of a chip on my shoulder. Despite 
her tattoos and “wild” antics, Angelina Jolie 
is nowhere near as interesting as her father, John Voigt. Aside 
from perfume and the odd necklace, Paloma Picasso can really 
be considered more as debris than offspring in the shadow of 
her father’s genius—an unfair comparison but, | think, a valid 
one. Honestly, I'd take Blythe Danner over that weepy, silly 
Gwyneth Paltrow any day. And even though | do find Goldie 
Hawn unbelievably irritating, don’t even get me started on Kate 
Hudson. 


By John Ayres 


REVIEW 
LIGHT 


BEFORE 


One possible exception to all this is Christopher Rice, son of 
the woman who single-handedly kept the dyed-black-hair 
crowd curled up at home reading vampire novels instead of 
standing on street corners cadging change. Now twenty-six, 
Rice The Younger is emerging as a novelist in his own right, 
having quite successfully survived the glaring eye of critics with 
his first two books A Density of Souls and The Snow Garden. His third effort, Light Before Day, 
is the first work of his that I’ve encountered—which either makes me a bad homosexual (at 
one point | read the gay community was “in a frenzy” over his work and “snapping up copies” 
like crazy) or someone with an aversion to celebrity offspring (see introduction). 
Nonetheless, Light Before Day hit my desk during a cold snap, at a time when my usual nine- 
books-on-the-go-at-once quota was down to only six. So | gave it a whirl—with pleasantly 
surprising results. 


In the spirit of Raymond Chandler, Light Before Day is a good old-fashioned whodunnit set 
in the “shadier” zones of sunny Los Angeles, in this case West Hollywood. At the core of the 
tale is Adam Murphy, a young gay writer who suddenly finds himself out of work when his 
aspirations toward serious journalism cross the line with some influential people. At the time 
of his firing, Adam was working on a story about the “West Hollywood Three”, a trio of 
unrelated gay men seemingly linked to a serial killer through their mysterious disappearances. 
His curiosity in the matter enters a whole new realm when his own ex, Corey, disappears 
under what seem to be similar circumstances to the others. As Adam continues the inves- 
tigation on his own, it becomes clear that something is indeed afoot, although the original 
theory about a serial killer begins to slip away into improbability as more—and less—infor- 
mation becomes available. 
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Over the course of his investigation, Adam becomes involved with James Wilton, a well- 
known crime writer who has taken an interest in the case. In reality, the very heterosexual 
Wilton is less concerned with the disappearance of three, or possibly four, gay men and 
more about re-illuminating the star he gained when he was almost killed by the subject of 
one of his books. Regardless, his assistance—and that of his reluctant wife—help Adam to 
get on track with what is really occurring in West Hollywood's seedy underworld of crystal 
meth use, underage sex parties and blackmail. 


Overall, Light Before Day is an enjoyable and engaging read, a classic “detective” novel 
updated and upgraded by Rice’s deft hand. Bloodline or no bloodline, it’s clear that 
Christopher Rice can write, his vivid, evocative style breathing new life into a dusty genre. 
Metaphorically speaking—that is at least, speaking of its metaphors—Light Before Day does 
feature the odd “clunker”, although a certain amount is to be expected in work that relies 
heavily on visual conjuring. The vast majority, however, are fresh and very effective, particu- 
larly in terms of setting the stage for the reader; based on this novel alone, it’s quite evident 
that Rice started off his career as a screenwriter. 


If | have one major criticism of the book, it is that it takes on more than is necessary to 
generate intrigue, its abundant subplots and characters convoluting the tale rather than 
enriching it. For example, just as the relationship between Adam and James Wilton gets off 
to a promising start, it is sidelined by the involvement of Wilton’s wife, then shelved almost 
completely as the couple is relegated to the odd telephone call and a brief appearance in the 
epilogue. In their place is a minor character, introduced quite fleetingly in the first two-thirds 
of the book,a woman who shares Adam's hunger for truth and, to a greater extent, revenge. 
Circumstance and the author’s hand thrust the two together for the final showdown, but | 
felt the relationship lacked the connection necessary to bring the entire affair to a satisfying 
conclusion. This was further soured by the fact that vast amounts of exposition had to be 
packed into the tail end of the novel in order to make it all work, though what was covered 
in the text really only felt like “the basics”. When all was said and done, the resulting disori- 
entation seemed more like the by-product of unbridled enthusiasm on the author’s part 
rather than clever reader manipulation through twists, turns and revelations. Despite this 
complaint, the novel truly is a fun read, and the combination of Adam Murphy and James 
Wilton was (and is) a winning one. My hope is that the two return and work more closely 
together on another case, one that confounds the reader more with cunning than confusion. 
All in all, though, Light Before Day is an entertaining distraction and a great showcase for a 
promising new literary talent. ~” 


Light Before Day wil be released March | 6, 2005, and is published by Miramax Books 
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Join the challenge. Call 604.662.7776 or visit www.proudtoquit.ca for quit ideas that just 
might be new to you. Be sure to complete our online survey for a chance to win $500, 
and sign up for the challenge for a chance to win a weekend vacation. It's time. 
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We know the saying, “March comes in like a lion and out like a lamb” is not really true. In 
reality, March comes out loud and proud, not meek and mild. Amen! Jupiter will trine 
Neptune this month and pack a bit of ‘oomph’ to every lavender dream. Anyone we know? 


ARIES (MARCH 21 - APRIL 20) 


Take a stand and face the fact that you will no longer be satisfied just trotting along with 
the usual herd and subscribing to the same old “groupthink”. Change will be afoot in all your 
relationships thanks to Neptune and Jupiter. Come out to the world on your own terms (gay 
Rams can be pioneering when they set their mind to it). Your mind is now set, so march forth 
by the 2|st. 


TAURUS (APRIL 21 - MAY 21) 


Neptune and Jupiter will force you to choose between a “career” and just a “job” this 
March. Dreams of glory could catch fire if you decide to put in the effort. And, yet, queer 
Bulls always seem to be content to drift along the political tide, being tossed, turned and 
jostled along the way. Do you feel like a piece of driftwood? Perhaps sometimes feeling like 
any old piece of wood will do... 

GEMINI (MAY 22 - JUNE 21) 

Bring on March madness when feverish Jupiter trines Neptune. Pink Twins will be off ona 
tear! It'll be time to embark on a world experience and any activity that takes you beyond 
familiar surroundings will be especially fun and frantic. Who knows what adventures are avail- 
able beyond your front door? 
Ouch! 


CANCER (JUNE 22 - JULY 23) 


So many that they'll fuel your home fires years from now. 


Most of your time may be spent grappling with latent family issues this March. Oh, 
goody—thank you Jupiter and Neptune! Untangle the knot so you can hang loose. Or you 
can bag the drama, get off the couch and get into other mischief instead. Remember, sex can 
be an avenue of enlightenment or escape as much as a psychological assessment. Hey, sweet- 
heart, why don’t you assess this! 


LEO (JULY 24 - AUGUST 23) 


Proud Lions hate to roam the plains alone. You will yearn for a strong and stable partner- 
ship this March and will love to talk about it...ad nauseum. Make the effort to strengthen 
current relationships or seek new ones. My advice: let Jupiter and Neptune conjure your 
dream—then go out and make it a reality. Actions speak louder and prouder than words, 
lover. 


VIRGO (AUGUST 24 - SEPTEMBER 23) 


Money is honey, my queer Virgin, and now, as Jupiter tickles Neptune this March, you'll be 
able to collect, bottle and bathe in it. Keep an eye on your assets and debits, and be prepared 
to work for what you get. The payoff will be fast, substantial... and fleeting. That is because 
you spend as fast as you earn. By next month, it could be the same old, same old. Ah, but 
what memories! 


LIBRA (SEPTEMBER 24 - OCTOBER 23) 


Can you have too much of a good thing this March? | hope not! Gay Libras will be 
propelled with a combo of Jupiter luck and Neptune fog. Fun will know no limits nor will your 
ability to grab and harness the limelight. Brilliance, charisma and popularity shall be yours for 
the taking. Make a “take” and “grab”. Even if you bump into a few things, they'll rub you the 


right way. Lucky thing! 
SCORPIO (OCTOBER 24 - NOVEMBER 22) 


Even itchy proud Scorps won’t mind hanging around the house this March, as they can use 
this time to entertain their various fans or redecorate to create a new, cozy feel. Or maybe 
you'll want to avoid the crowds? Your Pandora’s Box will blast open and release spirits, secrets 
and more than a few embarrassing tidbits for the pundit to chew on. Don’t hide—serve 'em 
up a blue plate special. Yum! 


SAGITTARIUS (NOVEMBER 23 - DECEMBER 22) 


Gay Archers with hoof-in-mouth tendencies should avoid airing any inflammatory opinions 
in March. Jupiter and Neptune will blog every musing into Outer space and these mad 
theories will gain traction, especially after the 2Ist. Friends will encourage you to go to 
extremes because they find your raw rantings amusing. How rare do you like yourself? At least 
go for medium, if not well done... 


CAPRICORN (DECEMBER 23 - JANUARY 20) 


Can you be bought? It will seem so this March as Jupiter and Neptune make you ready to 
do almost anything for money. The overwhelming lure of lucre may, on one hand, goad you to 
work harder than ever; or, on the other hand, encourage you to go for easy but compromising 
dough. If you can wait until after the 21st, corporate dominance may be right around the 
corner. 


AQUARIUS (JANUARY 21 - FEBRUARY 19) 


You'll make an unusual and delightful first impression, especially when Jupiter trines 
Neptune this March. What a nice change of pace, Aqueerius! How can you use all this atten- 
tion to your advantage? Launch new projects and explore new directions, especially after the 
21st. Fairly soon your name will become a household word. Are you new and improved or 
Brand X? How 'bout both?! 


PISCES (FEBRUARY 20 - MARCH 20) 


Guppies will happily travel on a plane of higher consciousness this March when Jupiter 
trines Neptune. Your imagination will run “Wilde” and so should you. Try to maintain some 
logical sense of reality: careful assessments of current situations will save you confusion or 
complications later on. Yet, there will be something tempting about taking that total leap of 
faith. Pack a pillow, just in case 


(c) 2005 MADAM LICHTENSTEIN, LLC., All Rights Reserved. For Entertainment Purposes 
Only. Cruise www. TheStarryEye.com for prescient horoscopes and insightful articles. Madam is 
the author of the highly acclaimed HerScopes; A Guide To Astrology For Lesbians from Simon & 


Schuster. This book would have won the Pulitzer had the voting not been rigged 


Do you want a relationship based on 
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FEAR AND OBLIGATION? 


LOOK FOR OUR 
UPCOMING EDUCATION 
CAMPAIGN 
Websites: 


www.bcifu.org/resources/samesex.shiml 
www.gaypartnerabuseproject.org/ 


(403) 266-4357 
The Distress Centre: 
(Blair Collins) (403) 266-1601 ext. 3006 
Domestic Conflict Unit (Police): 
(Christina Rivard ) (403) 206-8338 
Calgary Communities Against Sexual Abuse 

(403) 237-5888 


Wheatlands Community 


Crisis Shelter (403) 934-6634 


V.1.G.0.R. Working Community: 
Jane M. Oxenbury, M.Ed., C.Psych. (403) 255-7004 
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Make your home 
away from home 
at a gay bed and 
breakfast. 


Did We Mention Our Clothing 
Optional HotTub Is "Indoors?" 


Less Shrinkage! 
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“BED & BREAKFAST 


Calgary's Favourite Gay B&B 
1725 - 12 Street SW Calgary, AB 
403-244-6693 
www.thefoxwood.com 
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2535 Winnipeg Road, Kelowna, B.C. 
Ph: (250) 769-9171 
www.quailsnestguesthouse.com 
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GUTLOQKS 


Amenities include a large 
pool & hot tub. 

We are 5 minutes from 
Kelowna city center and 
minutes from wineries 
and golf. 


The House 
ye McGill 


1 Village BRB 


At McGill St 
Toronto 
116-351-1503 

ol 580-5015 


Lnail megillbb@interlog.com 


www.mcgillbb.ca 


ISLAND HOUSE 


SOUTH BEACH’S LARGEST GAY GUESTHOUSE 


800-382-2422 
305-864-2422 


1428 Collins Avenue Miami Beach, Fl 33139 
IslandHouseSouthBeach.com 


' Ski Season Now Open 


Just minutes away from estate 
wineries, world class golfing, great 
skiing boating, fishing, and casinos. 
Gand8man 
hot tub veriooene thelake. = 
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to a wide selection of outdoor Hee ’ 17° Frank St. Just off Elgin St. 
music. The heated one. —<— = — Downtown OTTAWA 


www. rideauinn.ca 
e-mail: mcgillbb@interiog. com 
Toll-free; 1-877-580-5015 
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the action. 


comfort of 


the Inn on 282 Somerset St. W., Ottawa 


Somerset. 


www.innonsomerset.com 
|: info@innonsomerset.com 


are" = Condo Hotel / One block from GAY beach 
3 Amapas 325, Zona Romantica, Puerto Vallarta 
9 Tel/fax 011-52 (322) 222-6695 / 222-0999 
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~ boana@pvnet.com.mx 
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HOW TO RESPOND TO A REPLY # 
Send your letter to: 
Box 439, Suite 100, 1039 17th Ave. S.W. 
Calgary, Alberta T2T 0B2 


Mark on the OUTSIDE of the envelope the number you 
wish to reply to. Outlooks will forward to the advertiser. 
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Bookkeeping Services 5] 
Looking for a freelance 


entrepeneurs including payroll and 


GST. Can be at your office or mine e 
in Calgary. Call (403) 228-5703 & 


suites for rent 


Surrey Village Tower 
Beautiful concrete hi-rise. Excellent 
location, close to shopping malls, parks 
and skytrain. Beautiful suites, gorgeous 
views and sunsets. Studios, one & two 
bedrodms. Whirlpool, sauna, tennis. 
Please call to arrange a viewing. 
(604) 589-3930 or (604) 589-3960. 
House or Cottage for rent Daily, 
weekly, monthly. Furnished or unfur- 
nished. 5 min to skytrain. Call (604) 
936-0930 or e-mail: pmerrl@telus.net 
for pictures and details. 
One Bedroom, Private Bath, Kitchen, 
utilities, cable included, shared laundry, 
some furniture, non smoker, must like 
pets. N.E. Temple area. 
(403) 285-4114 $450/month 
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shared 


accommodations 


Quiet 2 bd apt. in Kensington for Mar. 
Ist. close to DT, university and LRT. 
$400/mth + $200 ss, inc. utility. N/S, 
parking available. (403) 270-7238 
after 6. Rick. 
Male roommate wanted to share.n/s 2 
br condo 15th Ave. & Ist. St. SW with 
one male. $350/mth incl. utilities 
Call before 10 p.m. 
(403) 234-9840 


Finished room, incl. laundry service, 
utilities & shared common areas avail- 
able in quiet, comfy, Beddington NW 

house in Calgary. Clean respectable 
person pls. $360/mth (403) 275-1337. 


Quiet, mature clean female required to 
share with two others. Nice NW house. 
Close to University. Non-smoker. $375 

+ DD. Utilities included. (403) 282-0542 
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accommodation 


Rooms and Suites in 
Downtown Calgary 
$40 - $100 per night 


| 11” Street | 


j Lodging 


Bed and Breakfast 


PREMIUM DOWNTOWN 
LOCATION 
UNBEATABLE RATES 
PROUDLY SERVING THE 
INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY 

FOR OVER 7 YEARS 


JOHN OR PETER 


: (403) 209-Offf 
P://WWIW.11STREET.COM 
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PUERTO VALLARTA 
MEXICO 
Boana-Torre Malibu / Condo 
Hotel, Amapas 325, Puerto Vallarta, 
Jalisco, Mexico. Tel/fax: 011 52 
(322) 222-6695, tel:011 52 (322) 
222-0999. www.boana.net 
boana@pvnet.com.mx One block 
from gay beach, Each unit has one 
bedroom, two bathrooms, kitch- 
enette, living room, balcony, air- 
conditioning. Maid service. Gay 
Vallarta’s largest pool. Office open 

daily 9am-Spm (CT). 


301 
auto sales - 


CALGARY 


2000 VW Beetle GLS. 2lt. 
automatic, 84K km., power windows 
and mirrors, sunroof, CD changer, 
fully loaded. $16,495 Call Roy at 
(403) 818-7265 
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HEY GUYS: PUBLISHED AUTHOR 
FROM CALGARY HAS WRITTEN HIS 
FIRST GAY ROMANCE NOVEL AND IT 
WILL BE AVAILABLE JAN/05. EITHER 
ELECTRONICALLY OR YOU COULD 
ORDER THE PAPERBACK. THE TITLE IS 
"FIRST YEAR OUT" AND THE STORY 
TAKES PLACE IN CALGARY. THE STORY 
GOES LIKE THIS: BILL WESTON'S WIFE, 
DENISE, WALKED OUT ON HIM AFTER 
NINETEEN YEARS OF MARRIAGE, 
LEAVING HIM WITH BITTERNESS AND 
SHOCK HE COULD NOT OVERCOME. HE 
MET DAVID LOGAN. DAVID FELL IN 
LOVE WITH BILL AND ASKED HIM TO GO 
AND LIVE WITH HIM. HE DIDN'T KNOW 
WHAT BILL'S MARRIAGE HAD BEEN 
LIKE, BUT HE HAD TO FIND OUT, 
BECAUSE AS LONG AS BILL HATED 
DENISE HE COULDN'T LOVE ANYONE 
ELSE. 


WWW.DUSTYHOLLYWOODHART.COM. 
ENJOY GUYS. 


Best Video and DVD for -iizaaaae 
sale and rent! New Ne 
releases and hard to find 
classics. 


EXPRESS 
VIDEO 


#202, 11745 Jasper Ave., 
Edmonton,AB T5K ONS. 
Ph:780-482-7480. 
E-mail: exec.express@shaw.ca 


401 
calgary massage 


Put yourself in good hands, Professional 
Calgary masseur offers a complete full body 
massage. Larry by apt. (403) 512-2223 


. Spring Tune-up : 
5 Treat yourself to a Professional a 
5 Relaxation Massage Sg 
5 Male to Male 8 
. by Appointment Only 8 
S 20 years experience a 
s Yogassage, Swedish, Shiatsu, a 
2 Tantric, Healing Hands 8 
: Daniel (403) 510-7572 5 


401 


vancouver massage 
wees “Better Than Sex (TM)” 
men purr: nurturing sensuous full- 
body Tantric massage by California- 
certified connoisseur of touch. 
Individual sessions, lessons, 
workshops 604-682-3269 Ext. 9466 
www.growinghealthier.com 


Visa / MC 


See cesesergreeesesssesesoceees 


402 


Cece reereeeceereveces 
Ce eesereecresceeeeeces 


friends 


Survived an Ex-Gay group home? we 
want to talk to you. E-mail us: 
survivingthecure@hotmail.com 
Really nice, sane, versatile Calgary 
guy. Open minded, discreet, very laid 
back. Good looking, slim, 5’7”, 150 
Ibs. 40 yrs. looking for same type guys 
30-45 for friendship, fun and ???. You 
won’t be disappointed. Al] answered. 
Reply # 0205 
Young Ghanain Black Cute, 28 years 
of age. Handsome, honest and serious in 
life seeks man for long-term relationship. 
Possible meeting. Please get to know 
me with your photo. 
Emmanuel Dadzie 
P.O. Box 1343 
Sunyan, B-A 
Ghana, W-A 
24-year-old young man and 
Ghanian. Black in colour, 5 feet tall 
and black hair. I like football, travel- 
ling outside my town and country to 
interesting places like beaches and 
historical areas like castles 
Osei Khofi 
P.O. Box 2275 


- Sumyami, B-A 


Ghana, W-A 
E-mail: oshkoff@yahoo.com 


EXPERIENCE ROMAN-STYLE 
SLAVERY 
In the 21st Century! Master with 
strong B/D interest, located near 
Vancouver, has an opening for youthful 
live-in slave under 35 who will accom- 
pany Master on occasional travels. 
Also considering part-time visitors 
exploring future possibilities. 
Reply #1101 
Attractive, handsome, african gay 
guy, 26 yrs, caring, lovely and reliable 
is seriously seeking caring, genuine 
and well endowed man to build a 
strong and effective relationshiop 
leading to meeting. All ages are 
welcome and this is my address: 
Kwasi-Antwib F 
POB 1997, Sunyani BA/R, Ghana 
W/A. Email: 


Take out a classified ad in Outlooks 


Diners Club 
OP meraionaren Route sShovonngounasnonenemnmeeanrannemaannest! 


antwi03gh@ yahoo.com.uk 
Tel: 061-28494 


CURRENT DEADLINE: March 21st, 2005 


_ Complete this form and mail or fax it to Outlooks at the address on Page 5. 
All ads placed on our website at no extra cost. Please do not mail cash. 


ae a a | ea es 
Se | ae | ee Ce ee 


Please place my ad in Category # 


INVOICE PLEASE COMPLETE FULLY 


Please add the following headline to my ad 


($10.00 extra): First 25 Words: $20.00 


Additional 25 words or less: 


NAME: _ —_s $10.00 
ADDRESS: ra [wae 2 [ae] Ee ae Sarre Eves atte adler nthe 
iY: : as : Headline: $10.00 
Nima Feo = [_ 3d Hee 9 Pe Ss | a ee 
DAY PHONE: Border Around Ad: $15.00 
doue Hine ; Reply Number Forwarding: 

ALL PHONE NUMBERS APPEARING IN ADS MUST BE eae (aoe | ie a [esse [eres] $5.00 


SUBTOTAL per month: 
FREQUENCY: 

3 Issues: SUBTRACT 10% 
6 Issues: SUBTRACT 15% 
12 Issues: SUBTRACT 20% 
ADD 7% GST: 

GRAND TOTAL: 


VERIFIED 
SIGNATURE REQUIRED FOR CREDIT CARD PURCHASE 


PAYMENT OPTIONS: (circle one) 
CASH - CHEQUE - MONEY ORDER 
VISA - MASTERCARD - DINERS CLUB - AMEX 
CARD NUMBER: 
EXPIRY DATE: 
SIGNATURE: 
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404 
dating services 


Calling All Single Gay Men 
Meet eligible, single men for short- 
term, long-term or just plain fun! Check 
us out online at: 
www.EightGreatDates.com or call 
(403) 461-1252 (evenings) 


GAY MALE SEX! 
Chat live or meet local gay men 
Try us free! 
(403) 777-9494. Enter code 3200 


Who's Waiting for You? 


Live Loca MeN 
Calgary 

403-355-2222 
Vancouver 
604-257-5555 


Toronto 
416-915-4545 


Other Local #’s 
1-800-777-8000 


FREE TRIAL / 
CODE: 3901, | 


1-900-451-3800 ($1.99/min) 18> 


BEN 
nteractiveMale.com 


general personals 


www.thepinkmanhole.com 
XXX videos, live webcams, sex, chat! 
1000s of clips and pictures to choose 
from! Gay, bisexual, lesbian content! 
Only $3.95! 


IMMIGRATION 
is for lovers! 


Friendly service, extraordinary 
success rates, delighted clients 


For the past 10 years, our clients have counted} 
on our in-depth, up-to-the-minute expertise. But 
our caring, altentive service is why the 

referred their friends and family to us. We offer, 
complete immigration & citizenship services: 
sponsoring same- and opposite-sex partner: 

and family, skilled workers, business appli 
cants, refugees, humanitarian & compassionate 
cases, and all visas & 

permits. We will dispel 

the myths about immi- 

gration and simplify 

the process 


Find out if you qualify. 
Call us today for a free assessment. 


FERREIRA-WELLS 
IMMIGRATION SERVICES 
We help make 
Canada your home 


416-651-8889 


info@immigrationservices.ca 
www.immigrationservices.ca 


538 St. Clair Ave. West 
Toronto, ON M6C 1A4 


Members of Canadian Society of 
immigration Consultants & CAPIC 


Buy, Sell or 
Trade 
Take outa 
classified ad in 
Outlooks 
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In Calgary Monthly. 

Hard, hung, HOT. 

Jay (604) 813-2323 
www.male4maleescorts.com/reviews/jay 
vancouver.html 


Hot Latin escort serving the gay 
and bi community in Alberta, 
Calgary and Edmonton, selected 
weekends, out calls only and 
appointments preferred! 
(403)615-4371 


Ex-Ex-Gay? Want to get your story out? 
E-mail us: 
survivingthéecure@hotmail.com 


600 
travel 


Northernlights B&B 
EDMONTON 
Swimming pool and Antique rooms 
TV/VCR (780) 483-1572 


www.nlightsbnb.com 
email nlight69@hotmail.com 


Calgary's Favorite Gay B & B 


Great House, 
Great Location, 
Great Hosts! 


1725 - 12 Street SW. Calgary AS LOXWOOL’ XW BREAKFAST 


Phone 44-6693 


Proudly Supporting: 


ARGRA. Apollo, Calgary Men's Chorus, 


Pride Calgary and of course Outlooks 


GLCSA 


Gay & Lesbian Community Services Association 


Unity Pages 2005 


education 


Are you looking for maximum exposure for your business or 


organization? Consider placing an ad in Unity Pages 2005—the only 
business directory listing gay-owned/friendly establishments. For 


resource 


support 


more information, please contact McAra Publishing at (403) 250- 


9510 or Celina Dolan at GLCSA. 


networking 


403.234.8973 


#206, 223-12 Ave SW . Calgary AB . T2R 0G9 


www.gicsa.org 


ALBERTA 


a 


Py EE INS 68 INS 


TM hs — me gp I 


toll free 1-B77-S882-201174 


the telequide to the Gay & Lewibier Caorrerraenrta 


CALGARY 

Community Groups 

Apollo Friends in Sports, GLBT... 

Buck Naked Boys Club. cost 
Camp 181- Women's Social Group ae 
Children Need Support Too.. seein 
Gay Teachers and Friends............- 

GU CSA seis vcwcsnczrncbeccestteae 
Integrity....--....-+.- = 

Men's Project. 

Metropolitan Community Church... 
Outlooks Millennium Community Foundation 
Pride Calgary.. 

Rocky Mountain Cruisers Car Club. 
SHARP Foundation..........-..--.-- A 
Speak Sebastian....... 

Stepping Out..... 

The Verge 

AIDS Calgary.... G 

Prime Timers Calgary... nicenes 


CALGARY 

Businesses 

11 St Lodging 

Rainbow Destinations 

Money-Pennies 

The Calgary Eagle... 

Conference Centre at Country Gardens 
Enstasy Counselling Services 


EDMONTON 
Community Groups 
Dignity. - 
GEGCE-...-. 

Kairos House 

Men's Support Group.. 
Outreach (U of A).. 

PFLAG 

Police Liaison Committee.... 


Outlooks presents 


Stepping Out 
Xtension 2400 


Canada's only gay dinner club. 


Enstasy Counselling Services 
Xtension 2442 


Prime Timers of Edmonton...........-..-.------- 2044 
The Edmonton Vocal Nagai seebe 2053 
Curling with pride.........-.- me sekees er: 


EDMONTON 


Businesses 
Cosmetics Y Karen 
The Fly Bar... 


LETHBRIDGE 


AIDS Connection mae 
GALA/LA E dooce 


Sponsored by 


Calgary:(403) 777-9494 
Edmonton:(780) 413-7122 


Calgary Eagle 
Xtension 2451 


GLCSA 
Xtension 2052 


Gay Teachers and Friends 
Xtension 2019 


West Enp IDOL 
OASIS PUB 


His Cups Runneth Over 
If this photo is any indication, Oasis’ own 


James Steck sems hell-bent on trying all 
200 of the establishment’s martinis. Is 


25TH ANNIVERSARY 
PARTY 


NUMBERS CABARET Eleanor just egging him on or is she in on 


the action, too? Sometimes smiles can be 


so misleading... 


You’re Offering What, Exactly? 


Comely lad Pulch makes the rounds Double The Pleasure, 


Double The Fun 
No, Dave and Jeff aren’t 
hawking DoubleMint gum, 


with a pitcher of beer. Is anyone else 
a bit warm right now? 


theyre just having fun at 


the Numbers bash. eee 


Heading To Steck’s 
Table! 

Jason looks like a man with 
a mission—and he looks far 
more interesting than most 
“missionaries” we've run 


into! 


We, The Jury 
The West End Idol judges ail 
seem to be in remarkably good 


(Good) Times Three 
Tom gets a bit of help with his single-digit 


iri I jud; : 
multiplication tables from GayVan.com’s Angus SPIES at SCOS IS TECS: £0 
Maybe the waiter was heading 


Praught (centre) and Daichan Nakagawa. 
2 for their table, instead... 


Pictured from left are John, 
Justine, Willi and Mandy 


THat’s No Lapy 
BUFFALO CLUB 


ENTERTAINER OF THE YEAR 
ODYSSEY 


Pleased To Meetcha 
Who knew Edith Piaf 
could be this cheery 


This Performance Blows Rrove Sou! 

‘i ar Contestant Mark gives the judges 
HoneySuckle “gets medieval 

‘what for-—and then some. 


after being dead for so on the crowd's ass with a fiesty 


long. We'll put it down 


fute HUpAber Here's hoping the courageous lad 
made it through. 


to joie de vivre, | guess! 


King Me! 
Daxx is lookin’ mighty fine in 
her/his “CMT gear”. Wonder if 
Daxx is packing a ‘pistol’...? 

Beat This, Swiffer! 

With all that talent, lona 
Whip might just find ' 
herself a spot as a Trading 


Lady And Gentleman 
Justine gets all Victor- 
Victoria on the crowd 
with her rendition of Sir 
Reginald Dwight—Elton 
John to you and me... 


Spaces sponsor. Girl, 
doesn’t that chafe?! 


Hair-raising Fun : 
Planning an event in Vancouver? 


Watch out in the front row—with all that hair, Contact Barry at (604) 685-1377 and 


he'll see about covering. it in Qut & About. 
Photos By: Barry Piersdorff 


Gouda Gabor could come crashing down on the 
front row like a really glamourous Christmas tree! 
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Dear Freddy, 


My boyfriend and I are having 
the stupidest fight and | don’t 
know how to get out of it. 
Actually, | can’t even really say 
we're fighting right now because 
he is refusing to talk to me, all 
over one little comment I made. A few weeks ago, we rented the latest Harry 
Potter movie, mainly because it was totally snowy out and there wasn’t much 
else left on the shelves where we get our movies. Anyway, we’re watching it 
and | say—totally innocently—that the kid playing Harry Potter has grown up 
so much and is actually kind of hot. And he freaks out (my boyfriend, not the 
Harry Potter kid, obviously). He says it’s sick that | think a “little boy” is hot 
and now he’s not talking to me because | might be a “‘pedophile’”’. For the 
record, that kid was fifteen when he made that movie! | think he’s blowing this 
way out of proportion, but | could be wrong—do you think he has a point or 
is he just being all namby-pamby about a harmless comment made “off the 
cuff”? At first | thought this thing would sort itself out but now I think it 
might not. Any advice? 


C.W. 
Edmonton 
Dear C.W., 


Hmmmm... tough one, there, my friend, and we've entered a bit of a grey zone. To be 
honest, | do think your boyfriend is being a namby-pamby about it all. And youre not being 
NAMBLA-pamby, but you're close. It’s true that young Daniel Radcliffe is growing up and 
growing into his looks very nicely, and I’m sure many teenaged girls have taken note of 
this. You, however, are not a teenaged girl; you are gay man—which is the closest thing 
to being a teenage girl but still not the same. Let me put it this way, C.W.: 1 don’t think 
you're a pedophile and | don’t think you're going to start parking outside of junior high 
schools in order to savour the beauty of other fifteen-year-old boys. At least | hope not. 
You merely pointed out that this young man (fifteen does qualify) is blossoming in a more 
attractive way than was perhaps otherwise anticipated—and your boyfriend jumped all 
over you for it (well, not really ’cause you'd be having sex right now instead of whining to 
me). Here’s the deal: methinks he doth protest too much. Ever consider the fact that 
loverboy was looking for an “out”? It sounds to me like he’s blowing this all out of 
proportion and making it a relationship “deal breaker’ because someone else has put a 
spell on him (besides Harry Potter, unlike you). My advice? Tell him he’s being stupid and 
that you need to talk, or accept that it’s over and let him know that you couldn’t care 
less if he goes off to play with someone else’s wand. Gawd, why has everyone gotten so 
nutty since Brad Pitt entered his forties? You people used to fight about the simplest 
things...« 


An independent 
comedy/variety TV series 
produced in Calgary! 


Hugs, 
F. 
Dear Freddy, 


My younger brother has decided that it’s OK to wear one pair of underwear 
for up to a week (!) and he’s making me sick. We weren’t raised that way but 
he says mom is “too uptight” and that there’s nothing wrong with conserving 
resources now that we have to do our own laundry (we live together, 
obviously). | really think | should say something to him but how do I start the 
conversation off on such a delicate matter? 


Choking 
Dear Choking, 


This is not a delicate situation, so just try saying “Listen Junior, your panties reek and 
I'm tired of living in the wake of your dirty undie fumes”. See? It’s easy. There’s no need 
to spare his feelings if he’s going around burning even more holes in the ozone layer, 
especially when the rest of mankind—not to mention a dog with well-developed olfac- 
tory senses—has to suffer the consequences. I’d suggest you just give in and do his 
laundry for him (he has to take them off sometime) but to do so you'd have to invest in 
a haz-mat suit and that would be a waste of resources. Talk to your brother about this 
issue and let him know it’s one that affects us all—try the “Your right to smoke ends 
where my nostrils begin” approach. If he doesn’t listen or comply, feel free to contact me 
again; perhaps | can come over, sniff around his hindquarters (you'll owe me, big-time) and 
yomit on your carpet. Maybe then he'll get the picture. 


Good luck! 
Freddy W 


Write +2 me, Dears 


All letters become property of Outlooks and are subject to editing. 
Write to: Dear Freddy, c/o Outlooks 

Box 439, Suite 100 1039 17th Ave. S.W. 

Calgary, Alberta T2T OB2 

or. email editor@outlooks.ca 
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Nite Club 
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Featuring: Diego Correa, Brian Handcock, Kenny, Kendall Klark, Lance Landers, Aaron 


Queer Eye for the GI Reeves, Rocky, Sandy Sloane, Speedy 
From@Allorlas ideo Running Time: 70 minutes 


It’s a classic story of lost luggage at the airport and Kenny is a poor GI who needs 
to get back to the base in some military duds. His only solution is to head to the 
closest Army and Navy outdoor store on the drive in from the airport and, fortunately, 
there is always one close to a military base. As Kenny explains his dilemma to the 
eager salesman, Speedy, it’s obvious that the young clerk will live up to his name and 
satisfy Kenny's needs with great efficiency. 


The first step is outfitting Kenny in a set of fatigues complete with camouflage 
pants, so Speedy eyes up his customer and selects a pair from the rack. As there is no 
changing room and Kenny is travelling “commando-style”, Speedy is driven to distrac- 
tion (understandably!) and the pants he hands over are far too small. However, the 
pants are the only small thing about this bit of interaction and in no time at all, Speedy 
undresses to reveal his perfect ten. The chore of shopping is immediately forgotten 
and these two buff studs go at it, almost completely unaware that they are in a public 
place while taking care of a very different need. It’s a pity clothes shopping doesn’t 
always include this much sexual pleasure! 


Down the street there's a bar that ranks as a favourite for the military studs when 
they're allowed off the base. This may be due to the hunky, blond, bisexual bartender— 
Lance—who likes a little action on the side. Just before Lance closes the doors, two 
officers who are far too horny to return to the base unsatisfied join him. Quickly they 


Featuring: Reece Richards, Shaun Phillip’, Zack Jones, Sherman Ash, Jason Peo, Kilyon 
BarBoy Nicoletti, Kyle Martin, Ben Hunter, lan James, Darian Hawke, AKO 


Running Time: 107 minutes 


From: Eurocreme 


At one time or another, almost everyone has had a crush on their local bartender 
and fantasized about what it would be like to take him home. In BarBoy, you quickly 
find out why bartender Reece Richards loves his job. New to London at age eighteen, 
he begins working as a brewery delivery truck driver. One day, while making a special 
delivery, he encounters a cute, sandy-haired young bartender who offers to help him 
“unload”. The delivery dock of the nightclub where he is comes alive with hot action 
and Reece knows he has to graduate from delivery boy to bartender as soon as 
possible. With a career he knows he will enjoy, his future is now assured. 


Very soon, the crop-haired and tattooed muscle stud Reece becomes the most 
popular Saturday night bartender in one of London’s hottest gay bars. He quickly 
learns how to mix a perfect martini and flirt with the customers to keep them happy. 
His career path to the position (sometimes multiple positions!) of bartender was 
short, but full of useful experience. When he worked as a busboy he quickly learned 
how to lay the tables and his favourite waiter. Before the restaurant opened, Reece 
and a hot server managed to cook up a daily orgasm together, just to start their shift 
off right. Talk about having dessert before the meal! 


From busboy te kitchen help was another short step for Reece. Although he only 
knew how to use a microwave oven, he once again proved that he was a fast learner. 
At the weekly military-style barbecue he proved he could cook a great hot dog and 


Outlooks is seeking attractive and 
outgoing guys for future cover and 
Don’t You Wish features. If you are 
interested in applying, please e-mail 
a recent picture of yourself along 
with stats and contact information 
to: main@outlooks.ca. Please note: 
only those whose submissions are 
of interest will be contacted for fur- 
ther discussion. 


TONY FONG 
PHOTOGRAPHICS 


(416) 944-2850 


COMMERCIAL ADVERTISING 
PORTRAITS © XXX * FANTASY 


* Now available for marriage 
ceremonies & celebrations 
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pull out their loaded weapons and the “battle of the bulge” is on! The ensuing three- 
some brings out some big, pent-up loads, which Lance has no difficulty using for his 
own special cocktail. In this case, three is definitely not over the limit! 


Meanwhile, Diego has finally found himself an apartment in town and his friend 
Kendall is helping him move in. Diego is worried that his new home is too small, but 
compared to where Kendall lives on the base, it’s a palace. The most important part 
of this housewarming is the special “gift” from Kendall, which is quickly followed by a 
christening of the leopard-printed bedsheets. In this case, Diego's first encounter in 
his new space is more a case of “Home Sweat Home”! 


This military-themed movie may leave you feeling a little fatigued but these men in 
uniform know how to enjoy their furlong from the base—something | think you'll 
enjoy, too. 


Review Sponsored by Express Video 
#202 - 11745 Jasper Avenue, Edmonton 
(780) 482-7480 Email: exec.express@shaw.ca 


RATING: ouT OF FIVE POSSIBLE STARS 


MUSIC: *& kk SET: kok kok 
BODIES: toto STORY: tock 
ACTION SCENES: * tx 


make sure his buns were always fresh and ready. On top of being an experienced 
cruiser, the cute sailor outfit he wore made him the most popular chef. 


Ie 


Now, Reese is ready for his first gig as bartender and proves he’s “up” to the 
action. Working in one of London's busiest sex clubs, Reece keeps his customers 
happy on both sides of the bar—and especially in the dark corners! However, he 
saves his best action for the pool table, where he loves to relax with friends and knock 
around a few balls. An expert with his “cue”, Reese is the perfect bartender—made 
even more so with a beautiful accent that adds the final, irresistible touch. With him, 
London on a Saturday evening makes for the best night in the best place on earth. 
Order a round of BarBoy up for yourself and see just how tempting good service can 
really be! 


Review Sponsored by Eurocreme 
Visit them online at www.eurocreme.com 


Outlooks has two DVD copies of BarBoy to give away. Just e-mail 
main@outlooks.ca and tell us the last name of the main character in this movie. 
Winners will be chosen from the first two correct answers we receive. 


RATING: ourT OF FIVE POSSIBLE STARS 
MUSIC: %&& kK SET: ttt 


BODIES: toto bk (4c) STORY: +k 
ACTION SCENES: *& kk tok 
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2 BIG SCREENS! 


Cruise featuring premium brews 
Gay Astrology’s Website 


www.AccessNewA ge.com/Stargayzer 


is “, «Where 
Lichtenstein’s horoscopes ae 
Gay Love Signs, Closets in your Chart yy 
Stonewall horoscope r | e IT | Ss 
b | 
This site offers easy to order g Fe | th er id 


personal readings by Madam L. 


1167 Davie Street, Vancouver, BC 
604-685-3417 www.pumpjackpub.com 


VW J 


ho’s Waiting for_You? 


LivE LOCAL MEN 


Vancouver 
604-257-5555 
Victoria 
250-220-1000 
Calgary 
403-355-2222 


Saskatoon 
306-374-8181 


Toronto 
416-915-4545 


Edmonton 
780-409-3333 


Winnipeg 
204-480-0100 

Regina 

306-347-0000 

Other Local #’s 
1-800-777-8000 


FREE 


CODE: 1501 


- 1-900-451-3800 ($1.99/min) 18+ www. InteractiveMale.com 


Get On & Get Off! 


$19.00 for GO minutes*’ 


Vancouver Calgary Toronto St. Catherines 
604-639-3511 403-234-6538 416-915-1858 905-704-3646 
Victoria Edmonton Hamilton Kitchener 
250-414-6962 780-490-2273 905-296-0566 519-342-1808 


